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ABSTRACT

We present the design and validation of a variable temperature cryogenic blackbody source, hereinafter called a
cold load, that will be used to characterize detectors to be deployed by CMB-S4, the next-generation ground-
based cosmic microwave background (CMB) experiment. Although cold loads have been used for detector
characterization by previous CMB experiments, this cold load has three novel design features: (1) the ability to
operate from the 1 K stage of a dilution refrigerator (DR), (2) a *He gas-gap heat switch to reduce cooling time,
and (3) the ability to couple small external optical signals to measure detector optical time constants under low
optical loading. The efficacy of this design was validated using a 150 GHz detector array previously deployed
by the SPIDER experiment. Thermal tests showed that the cold load can be heated to temperatures required for
characterizing CMB-S4’s detectors without significantly impacting the temperatures of other cryogenic stages
when mounted to the DR’s 1 K stage. Additionally, optical tests demonstrated that external signals can be
coupled to a detector array through the cold load without imparting a significant optical load on the detectors,
which will enable measurements of the CMB-S4 detectors’ optical time constants.
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1. INTRODUCTION

A vast amount of information about the composition and evolution of the Universe is encoded within the
temperature and polarization anisotropies of the cosmic microwave background (CMB), which has driven the
development of experiments to measure these anisotropies with increased sensitivity. One such experiment is
CMB-54, which will achieve an unprecedented level of sensitivity by deploying ~ 500, 000 Transition Edge Sensor
(TES) bolometers on a combination of large and small aperture telescopes (LATs and SATS, respectively) located
at the South Pole and in the Atacama Desert.!»> These detectors, fabricated in seven different dichroic wafer
designs, will operate in frequency bands ranging from 20 to 280 GHz to facilitate the removal of Galactic and
extra-Galactic foregrounds from the CMB signal. The detector wafers are packaged into modules along with
feedhorn arrays, time-division multiplexed readout electronics, and mechanical support hardware.?

CMB-54’s detectors must be characterized prior to deployment to verify that they meet the instrument
requirements. This characterization includes measuring detector properties such as optical efficiency, saturation
power, stability, and noise. Typically such measurements are made with the detectors viewing a variable-
temperature cryogenic blackbody source,* 7 subsequently referred to as a cold load. Additionally, the optical
time constants of the detectors should be measured prior to deployment. However, the power radiated by optical
sources used in these testing scenarios would typically saturate TES detectors designed to observe the faint CMB
signals, so optical time constants are often characterized by proxy through measurements of the electrical time
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constants.?? However, previous experiments such as SPIDER'? and SAFARI'! have used light pipes to couple
external optical signals to measure time constants directly.

This work describes a cold load that is designed to facilitate rapid characterization of CMB-S4’s detector
parameters, while also enabling optical characterization of time constants under a range of realistic optical loading
conditions. This novel design incorporates three novel features: (1) the ability to operate from the 1 K stage of
a dilution refrigerator (DR), (2) a 3He heat switch to reduce the cooling time, and (3) the ability to couple small
external optical signals into the detectors while they view the cold load.

2. DESIGN

The range of temperatures over which the cold load is designed to operate is driven by CMB-S4’s detector
properties. These vary with observing frequency band and are listed in Table 1. Both the low and high edges
of the temperature range are calculated from the target detector saturation power (Psq:) and predicted on-sky
optical loading (P,,;). The optical powers cover a factor of ~ 100 in range, but the required load temperatures
only cover a factor of ~ 10 because the bands all have roughly equivalent fractional bandwidths; that is, the higher
frequency detectors have broader bands. These values from CMB-S54 illustrate the broad range of applicable
detector parameters for which this cold load’s design is well-suited.

The lowest required temperature for each band in Table 1 is set such that the optical power radiated by the
blackbody is 10% of the detector’s designed saturation power, enabling a robust extrapolation to the hypothetical
zero temperature load case. Several of the lower-frequency bands require minimum temperatures below 4 K,
which can be achieved by mounting the cold load to the ~1 K stage of a DR. The highest required blackbody
temperature for a given band is prescribed to be the temperature at which the power radiated by the blackbody
is equal to the expected on-sky optical power, which enables a robust detector stability test with that optical
loading. This creates a design challenge because the cooling capacity of a typical DR’s 1 K stage is in the tens
of mW range, much lower than the ~1 W of cooling power at 4 K from a pulse tube cooler. However, since
the maximum temperatures required by the highest frequency bands (> 227 GHz) would exceed this cooling
capacity, the cold load will be mounted to 4 K when testing these modules. Previous CMB experiments have
successfully used cold loads at 4 K and above,*® so many of the tests presented here focus on testing operation
from the DR’s 1 K stage.

Figure 1 shows a photo and schematic drawing of the cold load. It consists of a variable temperature blackbody
source that is thermally isolated from a mounting plate and an optical coupling cavity. The physical size of the
blackbody load is designed such that it is beam-filling for all detectors on CMB-S4’s detector modules, which
are ~150 mm-diameter hexagonal structures.> For CMB-S4’s broadest planned beams, which are found in the
90 GHz band of the CHLAT module, the most extreme edge pixels will have > 90 % of the beam filled by the
cold load in the test cryostats, and this fraction will be higher for all other pixel locations and module types.
The cold load is designed to be mounted to the relevant DR temperature stage directly in front of the module,
which is mounted to the DR sub-K (100 mK) stage. To minimize the optical power incident on the DR sub-K
stage from the heated blackbody, a metal-mesh low-pass filter with a 200 mm-diameter clear aperture is mounted
between the detector module and blackbody load.'? A 12 icm or lower cutoff frequency is used, depending on the
bandpasses of the detector module being tested. Without this filter, the total blackbody optical power emitted
through the aperture for a 40 K load is ~5 mW (integrated over all frequencies), which is more than a factor
of ten above the cooling power of the DR. Integrating only up to the cutoff frequency of a 12 icm lowpass filter
shows that power is reduced to ~ 16 W, which is a manageable load even if completely absorbed by the 100 mK
DR stage.

The blackbody itself consists of four tessellating THz Radar-Absorbing Material (RAM) tiles from TK In-
struments®. Measurements of their performance shared by the manufacturer show less than 25 dB reflectivity in
all of CMB-S4’s observing bands.'® The RAM tiles are mounted to a 5 mm thick copper plate with a diameter
of 220 mm and the outer edges of the tiles were trimmed such that the tiles could be mounted with no overhang.
While each RAM tile is fabricated with alignment pins for joining multiple tiles, these were removed to prevent
breakage due to the differential thermal contraction when the tiles are fastened to the copper plate. Each tile is
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Table 1: The range of cold load temperatures required for each CMB-S4 detector type. The dichroic detector
wafers for each telescope type — Chilean LAT (CHLAT), South Pole LAT (SPLAT) and SAT — have a variety
of band centers, target saturation powers (Ps,), and anticipated optical loads (P,p;). The minimum cold load
temperature was calculated to produce 10% of the detector’s target saturation power, while the maximum is set
to match the anticipated on-sky optical load assuming top-hat bands and 65% module optical efficiency.

[ | / (GHz) | Psat (PW) | Popt (PW) | Cold Load Tpin (K) [ Cold Load Tae (K) ) |

20.0 0.4 0.1 1.3 2.9

24.8 0.5 0.1 14 3.0

36.5 2.9 0.9 2.7 6.7

SPLAT 91.5 3.8 1.2 3.2 6.4
148.5 10.7 3.0 5.7 11.3

227.0 30.2 8.2 10.3 20.7

285.5 43.9 11.9 14.0 28.6

24.8 0.5 0.2 14 3.8

36.5 2.88 1.0 2.7 7.5

91.5 3.8 14 3.2 7.3

CHLAT 148.5 10.7 4.2 5.7 14.6
227.0 30.2 12.0 10.3 28.1

285.5 43.9 17.4 14.0 39.3

24.8 1.1 0.5 2.5 8.3

36.5 4.81 1.9 4.0 13.4

85.0 7.5 3.0 5.9 18.3

145.0 10.4 4.2 6.5 17.8

SAT 95.0 7.3 2.9 5.5 16.4
155.0 11.1 4.4 6.7 17.9

227.0 241 9.7 9.0 23.5

285.5 30.5 12.2 11.2 29.3

attached to the mounting plate by four retrofitted Trisert inserts’ to ensure a good thermal connection to the
copper. The inserts are secured with Stycast 2850F T, as this increased their pullout torque from ~1.8 N-m to
~2.6 N-m as measured after ten slow (several hours) thermal cycles to ~80 K. Electrical power to heat the tiles
is provided by three 75  resistors wired in series and mounted to the backside of the copper plate. The total
mass of the variable temperature load, including the RAM tiles and copper plate, is ~2 kg.

The copper plate is mounted via three low-conductivity standoffs to an aluminum base plate that mounts
to the cryostat’s radiation shield. The standoffs are made of 34 mm long hollow G10 tubes (12.7 mm outer
diameter, 0.8 mm wall thickness). These dimensions were chosen based on the thermal conductivity reported
in Woodcraft and Gray 2009.'* While the standoffs mechanically connect the copper plate and the base plate,
their design keeps the two plates sufficiently thermally isolated. There is also a Chase Research Cryogenics *He
gas-gap heat switch® with one side mounted to the copper plate and the other to the aluminum base plate to
provide a temporary thermal connection to accelerate cooling. The choice of 3He to fill the heat switch ensures
that there is no possibility of the heat switch leaking superfluid when the cold load is mounted to 1 K.

A 10 mm diameter aperture in the aluminum base plate is aligned with the aperture of an aluminum optical
cavity mounted to the underside of the copper plate. The cavity weighs 0.4 kg, with an inner diameter of
152 mm and a height of 26 mm. Within the optical cavity, there is a 45 degree reflective tab at the entrance of
the aperture to prevent any significant fraction of the beam from reflecting immediately back out of the cavity
upon reflection from the copper plate. On half of the area of the copper plate and blackbody tiles that coincides

TMcMaster-Carr 93722A212
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Figure 1: Top: Photo of cold load components enclosed within the radiation shield. Bottom: Schematic drawing
of the cold load with individual components labeled.

with the optical cavity, there is an array of fifty 3 mm diameter holes in a square 13 mm grid pattern to leak
the scattered optical signal from the cavity to detectors observing the black side of the cold load. This hole
pattern was chosen based on the antenna geometry of a 150 GHz detector array (~ 8 mm grid) used for the
optical measurements described in Section 3.2 previously deployed in the SPIDER experiment.'® !¢ The holes
were drilled into only half of the blackbody in order to probe the effects of coupling vs. distance from a hole.

3. PERFORMANCE
3.1 Thermal

To test thermal performance, the cold load was mounted to the 1 K stage of a Bluefors XLD400 DR¥. The
cryostat was in a “dark” configuration, with fully enclosed reflective radiation shields to prevent transmission
of light from outside the 4 K space of the cryostat. Thermometers were mounted to the DR’s 1 K stage, the
detector side of the blackbody RAM tiles, and at the center and edge of the copper tile mounting plate.

A gas-gap heat switch was added to drastically reduce the cooling time from room temperature to 1 K. As
shown in Fig. 2 (left), the addition of the heat switch reduced the cooling time from approximately 270 hours to
40 hours. The bare system without the cold load takes approximately 38 hours to cool from room temperature, so
40 hours is a sufficiently fast cooling time. Once the full system is cooled and the cold load is heated for module
testing, the inclusion of the heat switch also reduces the cooling time of the cold load from its warmer operating
temperatures to 1 K. Without the heat switch, the cold load cools from 20 K to 1 K in ~10 hours, whereas with
the heat switch, the cold load cools from 20 K to 1 K in <2 hours. Figure 2 (right) shows the electrical power
required to heat the blackbody to a given temperature with and without the heat switch installed. Although
the “off” state of the heat switch roughly doubles the power required to reach a given temperature, the load on
the 1 K stage remains acceptable for the planned temperature range.

Shttps://bluefors.com/
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Measuring the detectors’ optical efficiency involves measuring the differences in optical power when the
detectors are viewing the blackbody at two (or more) different temperatures. Any uncertainty in the difference
between those temperatures leads to an error in that measurement. For CMB-S4’s module testing, we want to
ensure errors smaller than ~ 5%. We use Lake Shore Cryotronics 1030 Cernox thermometersY which we have
calibrated to better than 1% in temperature from 1 K to 25 K. We checked for thermal gradients in the cold load
itself by monitoring three thermometers; one near the center of the copper plate, one near the edge of the copper
plate, and one attached to a copper block which was temporarily affixed to the detector side of a blackbody tile.
Heating the blackbody and allowing it to stabilize at six temperatures between 4 and 20 K, we found a mean
radial temperature difference of less than 70 mK between the two thermometers on the copper plate as well
as between this average and the thermometer on the blackbody tile. These temperature differences showed no
significant trend with load temperature. If we conservatively adopt 70 mK as the error in measuring blackbody
temperature differences, we meet the 5% measurement criterion by changing the load temperature by 1.4 K or
more, which is well within the ranges allowed in Table 1.

The 1 K and sub-K stages of the DR do warm slightly when the blackbody is heated, due to the small
increases in the incident thermal loading. This is shown in Fig. 3; heating the cold load to 20 K warmed the
1 K stage from 642 mK to 1.2 K, and the sub-K stage from 8.5 mK to 14.7 mK, indicating a load of roughly
10 uW on the sub-K stage. CMB-S4’s detectors are designed to operate from a 100 mK base temperature, where
this loading would cause an even smaller temperature rise, roughly 2 mK for this DR, which could be fully
compensated for by reducing the heat applied to the sub-K stage to raise it to 100 mK. The source of this extra
loading on the sub-K stage is presumably radiative power from the blackbody itself. Given the area of the cold
load, the total radiated blackbody power is roughly P ~ 300(7/20K)* xW. This 300 W radiated load at 20 K
is similar to the cooling power of the DR at 100 mK. This motivates the use of the lowpass filter; at 20 K, the
power below its cutoff frequency of 360 GHz is only 7 uW.

Cold Load Cooling Time Input Power vs Cold Load Temperature
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Figure 2: Left: Comparison of time required to cool cold load from room temperature to 1 K. Right: Power
needed to heat cold load mounted to the 1 K stage of a DR via three G10 standoffs with and without a heat
switch installed. A toy model, which uses G10 thermal conductivity from Woodcraft and Gray 2009,'* is also
shown for reference.

3.2 External Optical Coupling

The optical testing capabilities of the cold load were evaluated with a SPIDER 150 GHz detector array'® mounted
to the sub-K stage of an optical Bluefors XLLD400 DR. For this testing, the sub-K stage was approximately
300 mK, as this is the operating temperature of the SPIDER detectors. For these tests, the cold load mounting
plate was attached to the DR’s 1 K stage.

Thttps://www.lakeshore.com/products/categories/overview/temperature-products/
cryogenic-temperature-sensors/cernox
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Figure 3: Temperatures of the cold load, mounting plate, and 1 K and sub-K stages of the DR for varied
cold load heater powers. The cold load and 1 K stage temperatures plotted are the average of the all relevant
thermometers.

Two types of tests were done. The first was to see whether a small chopped optical signal could be coupled
through the cold load to the detectors to enable time constant characterization under small optical loading.
Apertures in the warmer temperature radiation shields allowed a signal to be coupled from outside the cryostat,
as shown in Fig. 4, into the cavity behind the copper plate. A 137 GHz signal from a Gunn oscillator was
switched on and off at ~1 Hz to produce a square wave optical power input. This signal was focused by a convex
HDPE lens onto a 45 degree mirror, which reflected the signal into the cryostat and ultimately through the cold
load apertures and into the cavity mounted to the bottom of the copper plate. Small (3 mm diameter) holes
drilled through the copper plate and blackbody tiles allow a small fraction of that power to couple from the
cavity to the detectors.

Figure 5 (left) shows the timestreams of two detectors sensitive to orthogonal polarizations X and Y observing
the 1 Hz chopped signal. Figure 5 (right) shows that the amplitude of this signal is similar for detectors across
the entire array, even for those detectors located on the half of the array coinciding with the half of the cold load
without holes in the blackbody. This suggests that a more sparse hole pattern could sufficiently illuminate the
array in future iterations of this cold load design. As expected given the scattering in the cavity, the signal is
consistent with being unpolarized at the detectors.

The Gunn oscillator, lens, and mirror were mounted to a 2-D linear translation stage to vary the illumination
of the cold load and create “beam maps” of the coupling through the aperture in the bottom of the cavity. An
area of 70 mm x 70 mm was sampled in 10 mm x 10 mm steps, and the average signal of all the functioning
detectors at each step was used to create the composite beam map shown in the inset in Fig. 4. This beam map
displays a distinct central peak, indicating that the signal was being coupled through the cold load cavity rather
than through other, more indirect paths to the detectors.

The second test was to check whether the presence of the cavity, with its bottom-side aperture viewing
the warmer stages of the cryostat and ultimately the room, generated any significant optical power above that
expected from the cold load blackbody tiles. The diameter and spacing of the holes in the copper plate and



]
i
1
T

SNR

Detector module Total Beam Map

100

Cold load

80

60

y Position (mm)

40

Filters |
§ d—
~

20

20 30 40
x Position (mm)

Gunn
oscillator

Window

45 degree

mirror —————*

2-D
translation ——
stage

Figure 4: Schematic drawing of external optical coupling test setup with relevant components labeled. Red
dashed lines indicate the path of the external optical signal. Note that not all components are drawn to scale.
Inset: A measured beam map of signal observed by detector array made by varying the source position with the 2-
D translation stage. 1-minute detector timestreams were collected in 10 mm x 10 mm steps over a 60 mm x 60 mm
area, and the chopped signal amplitude on all working detectors were averaged for each map pixel.

blackbody tiles is such that ~ 4% of the tile area is covered by those holes, suggesting the potential for as
much as a 12 K Rayleigh—Jeans load on the detectors if all that optical throughput were coupled to 300 K.
The cavity ultimately absorbs much of that throughput. To test how much additional optical power this path
contributes to the detector loading, we compared detector electrical saturation powers measured while observing
the 1 K cold load (with its holes and apertures open to the room) with those taken with the detectors in a “fully
dark” condition, blanked off at 300 mK. Each detector’s resistance was measured as a function of bias power
in both setups, and the Py, was defined as 60% of the the normal resistance (R,). Figure 6 (left) compares
these dark and optical measurements for one detector. Figure 6 (right) shows that the mean difference between
the dark and optical Ps,: was 0.034 pW (0=0.052). This small difference in Psqq, less than 1% of CMB-S4’s
150 GHz bands’ design saturation powers, indicates that using the cold load in the optical configuration did
not contribute a significant amount of optical loading on the detectors. This confirms that cold load is able to
provide the intended loading on the detectors in its optical configuration, enabling measurements of detector
optical efficiencies and optical time constants in the same cool down.

4. CONCLUSION

This work presents the design and validation of a prototype cold load for CMB-S4 detector module characteri-
zation. This cold load is able to operate from the 1 K stage of a DR to reach the low temperatures needed to
test CMB-S4’s low frequency detector modules. A 3He gas-gap heat switch to reduce cooling time from room
temperature to allow for an efficient testing schedule. Small external optical signals can be coupled to the de-
tector modules through the cold load to allow optical time constant measurements under representative optical
loading conditions. The tests described here demonstrate that this cold load design provides adequate thermal
isolation from the DR while maintaining sufficiently low thermal gradients across the blackbody. The signals
coupled through the optical cavity are clearly visible across a detector array of similar size to CMB-S4’s while
maintaining the ability to perform “dark” characterization measurements on the detectors.
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Figure 5: Left: Timestreams of two detectors sensitive to orthogonal polarizations X and Y observing a 1 Hz
chopped optical signal. Right: Physical map of the four-tile detector array, color-coded by the signal-to-noise
ratio (SNR) of the amplitude of each detector’s timestream PSD at 1 Hz. Each small square represents a pixel,
and the two triangles within each square represent two detectors sensitive to orthogonal polarizations X and Y.
White pixels represent detectors that could not be read out due to poor electrical connections, poorly tuned
SQUIDs, or TESs not biased on their transition. Each of the four square tiles is 100 mm across. Tiles 2 and 4
coincide with the half of the cold load with 3 mm diameter holes coupling the cavity through the blackbody to
the detectors.

The novel features of this cold load will enable the characterization of all of CMB-S4’s various detector
module types, and the tests described here will be repeated as CMB-S4’s prototype detector modules become
available. Several copies of this cold load design are being fabricated for CMB-S4’s single-module test beds.
Future work will also include modifying the design for CMB-S4’s high throughput test cryostats, each intended
to simultaneously characterize seven detector modules and sustain a rapid testing cadence. As design of the high
throughput test cryostats is optimized, the impact of the cold load design is being considered to understand the
trade offs in the anticipated thermal loads and cooling time.
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