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The Muon g-2 Experiment
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Figure 7.47: Diagram illustrating the detection of a lost muon by finding three-fold coincidences between
consecutive detectors.

outer periphery of phase space are lost preferentially at early times. The result is a modification to the pure
exponential to include an additional factor of Λ t that accounts for the muon losses,

N t
N0
τ
e t t0 τΛ t 1 Acos ωt φ (7.24)

More details on the exact functional form of Λ t will follow the description of muon loss monitoring.

7.8.1 Monitoring muon losses

After the 1998 run, it was realized that the muon losses could be constructed by looking for three-fold
coincidences in consecutive detectors, as illustrated in Figure 7.47. Unlike decay electrons which produce
an electromagnetic shower in the calorimeters, the 3 GeV muons are minimum-ionizing particles (MIPs)
which only deposit of order 200 MeV as they pass through a calorimeter block. Muons can pass through
many calorimeters without stopping, which produces a unique signature. Unfortunately, the small amount
of energy deposited by the muons is far below the hardware threshold, and in many cases is even smaller
than the software threshold of the pulsefitter. Instead, the muons must be detected by looking for signals in
the FSD hodoscopes mounted on the front of the calorimeters. The FSD elements are composed of 1 cm
thick tiles of plastic scintillator which produces a large signal for both electrons and muons.

In 1998 there were only three calorimeters equipped with FSDs and they were placed at points far
removed from each other within the ring. Starting in 1999 a concentrated effort was led by the Illinois group
to expand the number of FSDs and install them in neighboring positions in order to extract the lost muon
signal,

Ltotal t F1 t C1 t F2 t C2 t F3 t C3 t (7.25)

where Fi indicates a signal in the ith FSD along with the absence of energy Ci in the ith calorimeter. The
subscript indicates the ordered position of a detector in the series of three consecutive detectors, and the
symbol indicates a coincidence (logical and) between the operand detectors. As shown in Figure 7.48, out
of the five FSDs operating in 1999, only two sets of muon loss monitors could be constructed. For the 2000
run, a total of seven muon loss monitors were formed by adding five more FSDs.

Analysis of the 2000 data revealed that the muon loss monitors 13 14 15 and 14 15 16 measured a
significantly larger number of lost muons than other monitors. In particular, 13 14 15 found more than
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Observed Loss Rates
§ Following the initial injection losses (first 10-20 turns), and factoring out 

the muon decay process, a slow loss of muons prior to decay continues 
to persist, and exponentially reduces during the measurement 
» a “triple coincidence” in adjacent calorimeters indicates a direct muon hit 
» observed in BNL version of the experiment, as well as at FNAL
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Triple-Coincidences per Decay Positron

Time in Storage [ ]μs

Preliminary

C!t" # 1$ e$t=!cboA1 cos!!cbot%"1" (36)

A!t" # A!1$ e$t=!cboA2 cos!!cbot%"2"" (37)

"!t" # "0 % e$t=!cboA3 cos!!cbot%"3": (38)

While the additional terms are necessary to obtain an
acceptable #2, they are not strongly correlated to !a.

Equation (33) describes !!t", which is derived from
L!t", which in turn is derived from the muon-loss monitor
data, as illustrated in Fig. 35. Muon loss introduces a
slowly changing modification to the normal exponential
decay. To determine the absolute rate of muon losses, the
acceptance of the detection system must be established by
the Monte Carlo simulation. With an estimated acceptance
of a few percent, results from the fits indicate an approxi-
mate fractional loss rate of 10$3 per lifetime.

Equation (34) defines V!t", which accounts for an ac-
ceptance modulation owing to vertical betatron oscillations
of the stored muon beam—the vertical waist—having
angular frequency !VW & !1$ 2

!!!
n
p "!c. The vertical

waist dephases with a characteristic decoherence time
!VW & 25 $s. The frequency and decoherence time are
determined in dedicated early-start-time fits on isolated
detectors—when the vertical waist is large—and they
are found to be consistent with expectations from beam-
dynamics calculations. The phase is the only free parame-
ter in the physics fits. The term V!t" is important in fits that
start before 30 $s.

During scraping, which is completed 7–15 $s after
injection, the muon beam is displaced both vertically and
horizontally. As the quadrupole voltages return to their
nominal storage values, the beam returns to the aperture’s
center. The relaxation time of 5' 1 $s is observed di-
rectly in the mean position of decay electrons on the FSD
(see Fig. 23). The term B!t" modifies the normalization
constant N0 and accounts for the corresponding change in

acceptance. As was the case for V!t", B!t" is important only
for fits which start at very early times.

The horizontal CBO describes the modulation of the
normalization, phase and asymmetry: N, A and ". The
modulation of N and A results from the changing accep-
tance for detecting decay electrons as the beam oscillates
radially. The modulation in " results from changes in the
drift time. The amplitudes and phases in Eqs. (36)–(38) are
difficult to predict and are therefore determined from the
fit. Nonetheless, fit results for these parameters are con-
sistent with Monte Carlo predictions, including variations
by detector. The damping of the CBO is adequately de-
scribed by an exponential having the common decay time
constant !cbo in the range 90–130 $s (dependent on quad-
rupole voltage). The horizontal CBO frequency and life-
time are independently determined using the FSD
detectors. As the muons move in and out in the horizontal
plane of the storage ring, the average path length for the
decay electrons to strike the detectors grows shorter and
longer. As a result, the rms vertical width on the face of the
detectors oscillates at the horizontal CBO frequency with
an amplitude that decays with characteristic time !cbo. The
CBO frequency and lifetime, measured using the FSD
detectors, are consistent with those obtained from the
multiparameter fits to the calorimeter data.

No CBO terms were used in the R98 fitting function.
The small CBO modulation was largely hidden, given the
low statistical power of the data set and the fact that the
final histograms were formed from sums of the individual
detector time spectra. The effect of the CBO would cancel
exactly in the sum if the acceptance around the ring were
uniform. However, kicker and, to a lesser degree, quadru-
pole electrodes—upstream of particular detector sta-
tions—lower the acceptance of those detectors, breaking
the symmetry. Still, the CBO effect is reduced by an order
of magnitude in the sum. However, fits to the much larger
R99 data set gave a poor #2=dof before accounting for
CBO modulation of the normalization, which was incorpo-
rated by multiplying Nideal by the function

C0!t" # 1% Acboe$t
2=!2

cbo cos!!cbot%"cbo": (39)

With this modification, the #2=dof was acceptable (alter-
natively, Eq. (36) was also used and, in subsequent analy-
ses, became the standard method to account for CBO). The
fit value Acbo ’ 0:01 was in good agreement with that
found from the full detector simulation. The conservative
systematic error of '0:05 ppm was assigned, based on
changes to the !a frequency when varying the CBO fit
parameters over wide ranges.

After the R00 running was concluded, it was discovered
that the CBO frequency was unusually close to twice the
(g$ 2) frequency; that is, !cbo $!a & !a. Analytic and
simulation studies indicate that in this case, the fit value of
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FIG. 35. Muon-loss rate vs time from the R00 period. Three
consecutive and coincident FSD station signals form the muon-
loss signal. The loss function L!t" is proportional to this raw data
plot.
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FIG. 35. Muon-loss rate vs time from the R00 period. Three
consecutive and coincident FSD station signals form the muon-
loss signal. The loss function L!t" is proportional to this raw data
plot.
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BNL — PRD 73, 072003 (2006) FNAL — sample from recent running

experimental data courtesy of S. Ganguly, Muon g-2 Experiment
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Why the Concern?
§ Not a radiation concern; very low intensity, by storage ring standards;

rather, it is important to understand in the final analysis of the
experimental data

§ wiggle plot and multi-parameter fit

• if the contributions to the determination of the average initial phase evolves
during the measurement, can give a systematic error on the actual precession
frequency being sought

§ Suppose muons which can reach the collimator (halo) have a different spin
distribution than those of the central core:

» then, since only the halo particles get lost,

4

N(t) = N0e
�t/⌧µ [1 +A cos(!at+ �0)]
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·Nh

Nc + Nh ) [⟨ϕh⟩ − ⟨ϕc⟩]

fraction in the core  loss rate  distr. diff.

can yield an 
apparent precession:
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Sources of Long-Term Particle Loss
§ Beam-gas scattering 

• particles are in the ring for only ~0.5 ms; vacuum torr 
• loss rate computed to be 10x less than observable rate; no variation with 

vacuum pressure observed 

§ Nonlinear fields and resonances 
• all major resonances mapped out, avoided during operation 
• high field quality (  ppm) ensures linear behavior to high accuracy 

§ Can it just take time for particles to reach the aperture limit?

≲ 0.5 μ

ΔB/B ≲ 0.1

5

Aperture defined by collimator(s) at just a few locations in ring
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Simple (but Detailed) Investigation
§ Consider this third loss mechanism — how long might it take some 

particles to finally encounter the collimator? 

§ Highly uniform fields in ring — basic linear theory describes motion well 

§ So, model injection; freeze phase space conditions, write to data frame 
§ Without tracking, perform this simple analysis: 

• for each particle, calculate departure time and transverse position when lost 
• from this information, create plot of intensity vs time; look at loss rates 
• for particles lost during the measurement period, examine loss positions, 

momentum distributions, etc. 
• compare computed loss rate and its evolution with time to actual data 
• use 2-distribution model to understand level of the systematic effect

6



M. Syphers          APS April Meeting     Apr 2020

Model the Injection Process
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incoming from beam line: 
general characteristics confirmed 
by measurements

x phase space y phase space

momentum spread of 
incoming beam is ~10 times 
larger than ring acceptance

dp/p:   -0.004                  0.004

spreads out due to large 
dispersion mismatch
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Particle Storage
§ After modeling the injection kick, 

“freeze” the distribution at n=0 

» Top/Left:   x,y for all particles within r=45 mm 
» Top/Right:  momentum distribution  
» Bottom/Left:     x-phase space 
» Bottom/Right:   y-phase space

8

x = D ⋅ δ + a cos(2πνxn + ϕx)

y = b cos(2πνyn + ϕy)

βxx′ + αxx = − a sin(2πνxn + ϕx)

βyy′ + αyy = − b sin(2πνyn + ϕy)

compute 
amplitudes, 
initial betatron 
phases

compile data 
frame of info 
for each particle

            x        Px          y        Py          del       ax       ay       phix     phiy 

1 6.689066 -72.42946 -16.711137 18.62327 -0.006698057 94.65789 25.02175 -0.8713067 2.302132

2 17.712190 -25.46969 -10.846479 14.95387 -0.001279813 37.90932 18.47334 -0.7367146 2.198320

3 5.610937 -49.93999 -31.715068 -37.71116 -0.003976070 62.64292 49.27451 -0.9226708 4.013143
. . .



§ For each particle, determine if its betatron amplitudes are such that the 
particle can reach the collimator: 

» if not, then “Core” particle        (  mm) 
» if it can, then “Edge” particle    (  mm) 

§ For every Edge particle, compute at what value of n will it reach the 
collimator and (x,y)lost, and add these values to the particle data frame

̂r < 45
̂r ≥ 45

full scale 
   most particles lost within 
    first 100 turns or so

zoom in: 
   some particles take 
   100’s, or 1000’s of turns 
   to reach collimator
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Times of Departure

9

r2(n) = [Dδ + a cos(2πνxn + ϕx)]2 + [b cos(2πνyn + ϕy)]2

Results:
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Loss Patterns and Rates
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high momentum lost on right, 
  low momentum lost on left

Computed loss points:
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Loss Distributions on the Edge
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Core

Edge (all) Edge (late)



Estimate from calculation (black) compared to above 
measured (blue) Triple Coincidences per Decay e+
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Loss Rate, its Evolution, 
and Comparison with Measurement
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Concluding Remarks
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§ Data-frame-approach analysis; no standard-style particle tracking was 
involved.  Expedient calculations from realistic phase space information  

§ Identified primary long-term loss mechanism 
• incoming distribution “fills” available phase space 
• two distinct distributions:  Core particles and Edge particles 
• some Edge particles may survive hundreds or thousands of revolutions 

§ Horizontal/vertical betatron oscillations yield largest transverse 
displacement when particle reaches appropriate “corner”; hence, most 
losses occur at the  points on collimator perimeter 

§ Loss rates should be on the order of 0.01-0.1% per muon lifetime, and 
decrease exponentially with a time constant on the scale of ∼100-200 µs 

• both level and the exponential time constant are in line with observations 

§ Core/Edge distributions have different forms, but central values are 
similar and the loss rate is low enough that error on measurement of ωa 
should be ~10-20 ppb level. 

45∘

§ Special thanks to H. Binney, J. Crnkovic, N. Froemming, S. Ganguly, D. Hertzog, and 
W. Morse for their help providing data, insightful comments, questions, and suggestions


