
DECwrite v2.0: A Novice's Perspective 

Jackie Damrau· 
Superconducting Super Collider Laboratory" 

2550 Becldeymeade Avenue, MS-lOll 
Dallas, Texas 

This paper will show why I changed from using TiX to using DECwril4. The advantages for doing this are the 
import/export features. onliM readabilil] through the Export tD BooknIlMT_ function. oM its uur-friendUness 
(similar to Microsoft Word. but more powrful). Another prime advanlage of using DECwrile is the elimination of 
paper waste through the online readability fOrmal throU8h the JUt! of Boolcreatkr. 

TeX to DECwrite 

As a TeX user flX' the last eight years oonverting to 
DECwrirc was not as difficult as first tboughL If you 
know about TeX. you know that it is said to be tbc 
best mathematical typeseUing. lX' text processing. 
system around. However. the learning curve aDd the 
fact that TeX is DOt a WYSIWYG sysrcm have been 
two of the major disadvancagcs to ill usc. 

DECwrirc offers robust word pocc:ssing; desk­
top publishing for layout and content driven docu­
ments; an (Xl-board dmw package; CDA LiveUDk 
connections to images. spRadsheels. _ busiaess 
graphics; fully internationalized font sets; amIli­
vendor, multi-desk1op. multi-operating system capa­
bility; and very successful desktop publishing pod­
UCL Many ofDECwrirc's utilities are simiJarto Ibose 
of Microsoft Word (word processing) and MacDraw 
II (graphics) 011 a Macintosh. DECwrirc's menu bar. 
as well as its pull-down menus, help Ibe leaming 
curve proceed at a rapid pace. Sevenl predefined 
document styles- from a letter to a rclephone 
directory-are provided. 

In TeX, setting up style files requires defining 
your own styles from scrarcb with no predefined for­
mats. DECwrit.c allows the creation of your own per­
sonal styles, as well as modification of existing 
styles. TeX allows the same; however. you must be 
familiar with the various aspects of typography and a 
small amount of programming to create an effective 
style. 

• 

Formal Training vs No Training 

Most software packages come with an online tutorial 
program or a IDIIIU8l to walk you through the use of 
the software. DECwrirc has an online tutorial within 
the applicalioa itsdf tba1 is accessible from the Help 
menu. This tutorial takes you duough the simple 
steps of setting up a memo with the inclusion of two 
grapbic:s. Once you become familiar with this lesson. 
you are able to tackle almost anything. 

The oaliDe help m..y covers all the menu 
items. It provides deIailed iDsuuction on the usc of 
DECwrire's feallll'eS aiding you in the creaaion of 
professioDa1-looking documents. 

The ability to teadl myself everything I have 
done in DECwric by using the Help key has been of 
major benefiL As no documentation set was readily 
available to me, I managed to produce two docu­
menll without significaDt problems. The final results 
make you appccia1e the WIer-friendliness of 
DECwrite. 

TeX, on the other hand, offers no online tutorial 
program. the manual is not easily readable, and there 
is no online help hlnry. 1bcrefore, it is not as easy 
to learn how to use TeX wilbout many hours of read­
ing and expe:rimentiDg with the software. 

FcnnaltnUning by attending a class is prefened 
to effectively learn the use of TeX; however. 
DECwrite is written in such a way that the documen­
tation along with the online support is enough. At­
tending a formal DECwrirc training session may be 
necessary to learn how to create your own style tcm-
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plates. I am looking forward to this during me next 
year. 

TeX Document Conversion 

As mentioned before, all previous documents WCR: 

done in TeX. Upon discovering DECwritc, I began 
converting all TeX documents iIuo DECwrite format. 
These conversions are done by using Mia. a code 
which removes all TeX command sequences from a 
file leaving a plain ASCU file. The file is now ready 
for importing into DECwritc format. 

Special Uses of DECwrite 

Importing Files 

To import files iIuo DECwritc, opea a new document 
with the appaophare pre-wriu.en ew' se1f-c:rcuM style 
file. 1be next two sreps demonsttare bow to import a 
file: 

1. Pull down die FIle IIlCIlU dispJayiDc die lDdade 
Document... from die IIDportIEsport submeau. 
A dialog box appears asking you 10 select die 
necessary documenL 

2. After die document is se1ecr.ed, it is autamaticaUy 
included after die cum:nt page. 

When all formatting is accomplisbed. you have a nice 
looking document that is ready for priDdng. 

Imp<X1ing not only involve plain rext fiJes; but 
also paphics. 

Importing Graphics (Unklng Pictures) 

Impcxbng graphics into a DECwrite document is eas­
ily dooe. The linked graphk:s can be in the fonn of 
DDIF (the CDA format used by DECwrltc) or BPS 
files. Images scanned with eilbm'DECimage or TIFF 
images are importable via die use of die CDA Con­
verter Ubrary. Graphics caD also be created in 
DECwindows Paint and linked to DECwrite docu­
ments. 

Once paphics are included in your document, 
you have a fmished document complete with paph­
its. 

In comparison to TeX, graphics inclusion in 
DEC write is much easier. The ease of being able to 
see the actual graphics on screen in the document 
makes DECwrite a very suitable package. TeX does 
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not allow you tbe ability to see die actual graphic OIl 

saeen aad you are not always asun:d that tbe 
graphic wiD appear exacdy where you need it to. 

exporting to Bookreader 

DECwritc gives you me ability to export documents 
into BooIaeader formal for online document creabon. 
BooJaeadcr cn:aIeS topical-based boob, as well as 
handling graphics. tables, and fOOlDOtes. It also al­
lows die use of bot spot pop-up windows. Book­
reader allows any CQlDputer wbk:h runs X windows 
to access aD oaIine wrsiClIl of tile DECwrltc docu­
menL The DECwrltc format used is retained in 
BooJaeadcr, thus eliminating tbc need few' hanIcopy 
output. 

In tbc eIec1Ionic age, as weB as die push to go to 
a paperJcss society. DECwrite and its exponabi1ity to 
BooJaeader IDIke it die answer to achieving online 
readable documents. 

Creation of the SSCL 
Computing Newsletter. 

The ssa. CompuaiDg NewsJcuer originally SIIIItcd 
in Microsoft Word OIl a Macintosh because rA its 
graphics iDcJusioq ability aad eIecbaIic rearievability 
&om any Macintosh witbiD die Labaratory. AftI:t 
learning DECwrire. I sraru:d producing dJe newsleucr 
with it. 

Tbc tint DECwrite issue Joobd far supedor to 
that of the Miaoaoft Wml issue. Everyone wbo re­
ceived die DECwritc issue commented how good it 
looked.. 

I took tbc DECwrltc versim of the Ssa. Com­
puting NewsIeaa' to a How to Creou. EdU. aNt Ik­
sign Newslat4n seminar. 'Ibis seminar offered tech­
niques in }XaIudng a newsJeua' and criticisms of 
participants' newsletters by tbc instructor. The news­
leuen offered by other participants were profession­
ally typeset. trifold, pamphlet-like newsleUm. 
Comments WCR: given on bow the presenb'rion of 
their ma&erial could be improved.. When the iDsIruc­
tor reacbed die SSa. Computing Ncwslcaa', be 
commented. "'Ibis is die best. and most professional, 
looking newsletter I have seen." There were a few 
criticisms made about usc of headings to break up abe 
textual areas. but the use of white space VIM appr0-
priate. 
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Conclusions 

This papeI' has shown why I amveru:d from using 
TeX to DECwrite. The advantages of doing this 
were the import/export feanm:s, online readable ca­
pabilities, and use.r-friendJiDess. 0vemD. OECwritc 
will help to eliminate papa: waste and IDIkc all docu­
mealts online n:adable reWning a proCessional­
looking formaL 
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