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Abstract 

Logunov A.A. Classical Gravitational Field Theory and !vlach Principle: IlIEP Preprint 95-53. 
Protvino, 1995. - p. 29, refs.: 7. 

Equations for the massive gravitational field have been derived in the framework of the 
special theory of gravitation, based on the geometrization principle. Graviton mass has been 
shown to be crucial for the elaboration of the relativistic theory of gravitation. According to 
this theory, homogeneous and isotropic Universe develops in a series of alternating cycles, from 
high to minimal density etc., and can not be other than flat. The theory predicts the prcsence of 
a large latent mass of matter in the Universe and prohibits the existence of 'black holcs'. Also, 
the theory explains aU observable events so far known to occur in the Solar system. 

AHHOTalUUI 

JIorynoB A.A. TeopJlK KJIaCClPleCKoro rpaBHTal(UOHUOro nOJIK II llpHHllUll Maxa: IIpf'rrpUlIT 
1I~n3 95-53. - IIpOTBUIIO, 1995. - 29 c., 6u6JIllOrp.: 7. 

n pa60Te B paMKa.x CneUHaJIhHO}1 TeopluI OTUOCHTeJIhHOCTH Ha OCHOBe npulIllllua reOMeTpu
3alllfU HaxOJlKTCK ypaBIlcHlu£ JlJIK MaCCHBIIoro rpanHTallHOHHoro llOJIK. HaJIIPIHe MaCChI rpaBlI
TOlIa JIMeeT npHIIllHnHaJIhIIOe 3HaQeHUe !]}IK IIOCTpoeHHK TeopUH. CorJIaClIO 3Toit TeOpUl1 rpaBlI
Talllln, OJlllOPOJlHaK II H30TpOIIHaK BceJICnnaK pa3BHBaeTCK lUIKJIlI"tJeCKH, OT 60JIbllIOH llJIOTIIOCTlI 
JlO MHJUIMaJIhHOH l{ T.Jl., 11 MO)KeT 6bITb TOJIhKO IIJIOCKOH. TeoplIK IIpeJlCKa3hIBaeT cyluecTBO
Ba.IlllC BO BCeJIenllOH 3Ua.1IHTCJIhHOll CKPhITOll MaCChI nemeCTBa. CymecTBoBaHue no BCCJIeUHO}1 
"qepUhIX" JlhlP IIOJIHOCThIO HCKJIIOqaCTCK. TeoplIK 06'hKCHKCT Bce H3BeCTHbiC Ha6JlIOJlaTeJIbUhle 
epaKTI>I n COJIHe"tJuoH cnCTeMC. 
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Introduction 

Einstein's General Relativity Theory (GRT), whose basic equations were constructed 
by Hilbert and Einstein in 1915, opened a new stage in the investigation of gravitational 
phenomena. But though quite successful this theory from the very first moment of its 
existence met with principal difficulties in determining physical characteristics of the 
gravitational field, and as a consequence, in formulating energy-momentum conservation 
laws. 

Einstein clearly understood the fundamental importance of the energy-momentum 
conservation laws, moreover, he considered, that a total tensor of matter and gravitational 
field taken together should be the source of the gravitational field. Hence in 1913 he wrote 
that "the tensor of the gravitational field ()JJ.v is a source of the field alongside with the 
tensor of the material systems 8JJ.v' An exclusive position of the gravitational field energy 
as compared with other forms of energy should lead to inadmissible consequences." In the 
same work Einstein came to a conclusion, that "in a general case the gravitational field is 
characterized by ten space-time functions," components of metric tensor of Riemannian 
space 9JJ.v. However sticking to this of constructing the theory Einstein did not manage 
to make the tensor of matter and gravitational field the field source, as instead of the 
gravitational field tensor in GRT there arose a pseudotensor in the Riemannian space. 

In 1918 Schrodinger showed that under a proper choice of the coordinate system all the 
components of the energy-momentum pseudotensor of the gravitational field outside the 
spherically-symmetric source may be turned into zero. In this connection Einstein wrote: 
"As for Schriidinger considerations, they are very convincing due to their analogy with the 
electrodynamics) where the stresses and density of energy of any field are different from 
zero. However I cannot find the reason, why we are to have the same state 0/ things for 
the gravitational fields. The gravitational fields may be given, without introducing stresses 
and energy density." 

As we see Einstein gave up the concept of classical Faraday-Maxwell type field, that 
possessed energy-momentum density as far as the gravitational field was concerned, 
though he made an important step forward having related the gravitational field with 
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a tensor quantity. Einstein took a metric tensor of the Riemannian space glJ.v as such 
a quantity. This trend of thought seemed to Einstein quite natural, since his point of 
view on the gravitational field formed under the influence of the equivalence principle for 
the inertia and gravitation forces, introduced by himself: ".. .for an infinitesimal domain 
one can always choose the coordinates in such a way, that the gravitational field would be 
absent from it. " 

He stressed this idea several times, for instance in 1923 he wrote: "For any infinitesimal 
neighborhood of a point in an arbitrary gravitational field we can always point out a local 
coordinate system in such a state of motion, that there would be no gravitational field w. r. t. 
this local system (local inertial system)". In this way a notion arose, that the gravitational 
field could not be localized. The presence of the energy-momentum pseudotensor is, in 
Einstein's opinion, in complete correspondence with the equivalence principle. 

However Einstein's previous statement is not, in fact, fulfilled in GRT since the cur
vature tensor of the Riemannian space is to be considered here as physical characteristic 
of the field. It is Synge to whom we are obliged for clear realization of this fact. He 
wrote: "If accept)he idea that space-time is Riemannian four-dimensional space ( and if 
we are "relativists", we are to do it) then, our first task will obviously consist in feeling 
this four-dimensionality, similar to the ancient sa",zors were to feel sphericity of the ocean. 
And the first thing we are to realize is the Riemannian tensor, since this tensor is nothing 
else but the gravitational field: if it turns into zero ( and only in this case), the field does 
not exist., However, and which is very strange, such an important fact was withdrawn to 
the background." Then he added: "In Einstein's theory depending on the fact, whether the 
Riemannian tensor is different from zero or equals zero, the gravitational field is either 
presep,t or absent. This property is absolute, it is connected in no way with the world line 
of a';;'y observer." 

Hence according to GRT, the matter (all substance fields, except gravitational) is 
characterized by the energy-momentum tensor, and the gravitational field is characterized 
by the Riemannian curvature tensor. In this if the first one possesses the second rank, the 
second one has the fourth rank, i.e., in fact there. appeared a principal difference between 
the characteristics of matter and gravitational field in GRT. 

The introduction of the energy-momentum pseudotensor of the gravitational field did 
not help Einstein to conserve the energy-momentum conservation laws in his theory. This 
fact was clearly understood by Hilbert. In connection with this he wrote in 1917: "...1 
state that for the General Relativity Theory, i.e. in the case of general invariance of the 
Hamiltonian function, no energy equations, that.... correspond to the energy equations in 
orthogonal-invariant theories, exist, I could also stress this circumstance as a character
istic feature of GRT." 

In virtue of the absence of ten-parameter space-time group of motions in GRT, in 
principle, one cannot introduce in it the energy-momentum and angular momentum con
servation laws like those taking place in any other physical theory. These laws are the 
fundamental ones in nature as just they introduce the universal physical characteristics 
for all forms of matter which allow one to consider quantitatively the transformation of 
one forms of matter into others. In this connection it is expedient to construct such gra
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vitation theory, where all energy-momentum and angular momentum conservation laws 
would be fulfilled and gravitational field would possess the energy-momentum density as 
it is the case for the electromagnetic field of Faraday-Maxwell. 

In GRT as different from all other physical theories, the scalar Lagrangian density of 
the gravitational field contains second-order derivatives. 

About 50 years ago Rosen showed in his work [1] that if, in addition to the Riemannian 
metric 9J.1.11 one introduced the Minkowski metric lJ.l.II then one might always construct a 
scalar Lagrangian density of the gravitational field with respect to arbitrary coordinate 
transformations, that would contain derivatives of the order not higher than one. In par
ticular, he constructed the Lagrangian density that led to the Hilbert-Einstein equations. 
That was the way the bimetric formalism came into existence. However, this approach 
immediately complicated the construction of the gravitational theory, because using the 
tensors lJ.l.II and gJ.l.II one could write quite a large number of scalar densities with respect to 
arbitrary coordinate transformations, making it completely unclear which scalar density 
should be chosen as the Lagrangian density when constructing the gravitation theory. 

Following this direction Nathan Rosen chose different scala.r densities for the La
grangian density and constructed on their basis various gravitation theories, which, gener
ally speaking, yielded quite naturally different predictions for these or those gravitational 
effects. Below we shall see that within the SRT (Special Relativity Theory) frames, that 
describes phenomena in inertial and noninertial reference frames, with the help of the 
geometrization principle reflecting the universality of the gravitational interaction with 
matter, and with introduction of the graviton mass, we shall manage to unify the Poincare 
idea of the gravitational field [2] as a physical one in Faraday-Maxwell spirit with Ein
stein's idea of the Riemannian space-time geometry. It is this geometrization principle 
that will help us to find an infinite dimensional noncommuting gauge group that will 
allow us to construct the Lagrangian density of the proper gravitational field. All this 
has brought us to the Relativistic Theory of Gravitation (RTG) [3] that possesses all 
conservation laws, as it takes place in all physical theories. 

In this theory, owing to geometrization, the conservable total energy-momentum ten
sor of matter and gravitational field is the source of the gravitational field, right what 
Einstein wanted when constructing the gravitation theory. In what follows we shall see 
that quite general physical requirements bring us to unambiguous construction of the 
complete system of equations for a massive gravitational field. Equations (66) and (67) 
in this theory considerably differ from Hilbert-Einstein equations, since it conserves the 
notion 6f inertial coordinate system, and gravitational forces differ, in principle, from the 
inertia ones, since they are caused by physical field. It should particularly be stressed 
that the rest mass of the gravitational field, as we shall see further on, is of principal 
importance. This article once again presents the basic principles and equations of the 
theory with certain additions and clarifications. 

The Relativistic Theory of Gravitation with graviton mass is a field theory to the 
same extent, as the classical electrodynamics, therefore it might be called classical gravi
dynamics. 
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1. Basic Postulates of the RTG� 

Passing to the construction of the gravitational field theory .we will proceed from the 
following basic postulates. 
Postulate 1. 

The Relativistic Theory of Gravitation is based on the Special Relativity Theory. This 
means that the Minkowski space, i.e. the pseudo-Euclidean geometry of space-time is a 
fundamental space for all physical fields, including the gravitational one. This statement 
is necessary and sufficient for both the energy-momentum and angular momentum con
servation laws to hold true for matter and gravitational field taken together. In other 
words the Minkowski space reflects the dynamic properties common for all forms of mat
ter. Thus they are provided with the existence of common physical characteristics, which 
allow one to quantitatively describe the transformation of one forms of matter into others. 

The Minkowski space cannot be considered as the a priori existing one because it 
reflects the properties of matter and, hence, is indispensable from it. Though formally, 
just due to the independence of space from the forms of matter, it is sometimes treated 
abstractly, neglecting matter. 

The Minkowski space admits the description in both inertial coordinate system (e.g. 
Galilean coordinates) and noninertial one (accelerated). From the mathematical point of 
view it is quite obvious, because a wide class of admissible coordinate systems (curvilinear 
including) can be introduced into the Minkowski space. However this quite simple fact 
was not clear for the long period even to some great physicists. This can be explained 
by the fact that the Minkowski space was considered by many scientists as a formal 
geometric interpretation of the Special Relativity Theory. Such understanding reduces 
the SRT framework considerably. To construct the RTG one was to proceed from the 
most general formulation of the SRT, which reads: all physical processes (gravitational 
one including) go on in the four-dimensional world, i.e., in space and time with pseudo
Euclidean geometry. This understanding of the SRT removes the clock synchronization, 
the principle of the light velocity constancy to the background, since they are of a rather 
limited, particular character, because only the interval carries physical sense. 

At the beginning of the century H.Poincare wrote in his book "Science and Hypothe
sis" that though "... experience plays a necessary role in the geometry origin, but it would 
be a mistake to conclude that geometry - at least partially - is an experimental science. If 
it were experimental, it would have only temporary, approximate - and very roughly ap
proximate - meaning. Then he went on: "Geometry studies only particular <<group> > 
of displacements, but the general group notion first exists in our minds, at least in the 
form of a possibility". 

"Under this choice the experiment gives us a direction, however not making it obliga
tory; it shows which geometry is more convenient for us rather than which geometry is 
the most correct one." If we follow this stream of Poincare's thoughts, then guided by 
the fundamental physical principles, such as matter energy-momentum and angular mo
mentum conservation laws, we are to use just the pseudo-Euclidean space-time geometry 
as the foundation. This choice is not only convenient, it is actually the unique till the 
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moment the conservation laws hold. In 1921 A. Einstein wrote in his book "Geometry 
and Experiment": "The question whether this continuum has Euclidean} Rieman'nian or 
any other structure is a physical question} and the answer can be given by an experiment} 
rather than by an agreement on choosing on the basis of pure expediency". 

In principle it is true, however, there arises a question - what experimental facts are 
needed, so that we would be able to unambiguously characterize the geometry? In our 
opinion, the fundamental energy-momentum and angular momentum conservation laws 
may be taken as such facts, since namely they reflect general dynamical properties of 
matter. This brings uS to the pseudo-Euclidean space-time geometry, as the simplest 
one. 

Hence when establishing the structure of space-time geometry, one should naturally 
proceed from fundamental physical principles obtained through generalization of numer
ous experimental data, related to different forms of matter, rather than the particular 
experimental facts (e.g. light and test bodies motion). 

The Minkowski space has a profound physical meaning as it defines the universal 
properties of matter, such as energy, momentum, angular momentum. 

WThe gravitational field is described by the second-rank symmetric tensor <p1. and is a 
true physical field possessing an energy-momentum density, rest mass m and polarization 
states corresponding to spins 2 and o. The representations corresponding to spins 1 and 
0' are eliminated from the states of field <pJl.1I by making the components of </>IJII obey the 
field equation 

D Jl. </>Jl.1I = 0, (1) 

where DIJ is a covariant derivative in the Minkowski space. 
In addition to exclude the nonphysical field states, Eq.(l) introduces into the theory 

a Minkowski metric 'JI.ll thus allowing one to separate the inertia forces from the action 
of the gravitational field. Choosing the Galilean metric 'JI.ll one can eliminate the action 
of the inertia forces completely. The Minkowski metric makes it possible to introduce the 
notion of the standard length and time interval in the absence of the gravitational field. 
Below we shall see that the interaction of tensor gravitational field with matter can be 
introduced in such a way, that it would cause the one deforming the Minkowski space by 
varying the metric properties, but without violating causality. 
Postulate 2. Geometrization Principle 

Since the gravitational field is described by the symmetric second-rank tensor </>IJII and 
its interaction with other fields may be considered as universal one, a unique opportunity 
is opened up "to join" this field directly to the tensor ,IJII in the matter Lagrangian density 
according to the rule 

where 
gJl.1I = 7J1.11 + ~Jl.II, gI-'ll = v=ggJl.lI, ::yl-'II = V-"Jl.II, JI-'ll = V-,<pJl.II; (3) 

<PA are matter fields; 9 = det gIJII; f = det fIJII; gJl.lIglIlT = 8:. The tensor glllT is found from 
the last equality. The field indices are lifted and lowered with the help of 'Jl.1I and those 
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of tensor gJ.L/I with the help of the Riemannian metric tensor. Speaking about matter 
we understand all forms of substance excluding the gravitational field. 

This form of interaction between the gravitational field and nlatter introduces the 
notion of the effective Riemannian space, where the motion of matter takes place, and is 
termed the geometrization principle. According to this principle, the matter motion under 
the action of the gravitational field ¢J.L/I in the l'vIinkowski space with the metric fJ.L/I is 
identical to its motion in the effective Riernannian space with the metric gJ.L/I. The effective 
Riemannian space has literally the field origin due to the presence of the gravitational 
field ¢J.L/I. 

Since the metric properties are determined in the presence of the gravitational field 
by the effective Riemannian tensor or by the Minkowski tensor fJ.L1I in its absence, this 
theory can answer the question about the variation in the body dimensions and in the 
advance of a clock under the action of the gravitational field. And if the theory does not 
contain the tensor IJ.L/I in the field equations, basically it cannot answer such questions. 
In the GRT the gravitational field is characterized by the metric tensor gJ.LlI, whereas in 
our theory it is defined by the tensor quantity ¢J.LII and the effective Riemannian space is 
constructed with the help of the field ¢J.LII and also the Minkowski metric tensor ,It/l fixing 
a certain choice of the coordinate system. 

Since there are Galilean (inertial) coordinate systems in our theory, acceleration has 
the a.bsolute nature. The motion of a test body in the effective Riemannian space follows 
the geodesic line of this space, but it is not free as it is caused by the action of the 
gravitational field. If a test body was charged it would irradiate electronlagnetic waves 
because it would move in the field with acceleration. 

As the effective Riemannian spa.ce is produced by the gravitational field ¢J.L/I present 
in the Minkowski space, it can always be specified, which is a very important point, in 
one coordinate system. This means that we will deal only with such Riemanuian spaces 
which are specified in one chart. In our viewpoint, the Riemannian spaces possessing a 
complicated topology are eliminated completely as they are not of the field origin. It 
should be noted that as matter moves in the effective Riemannian space, the Minkowski 
metric tensor IJ.LII will not be contained in the equations of matter motion. The Minkowski 
space effects the matter motion only through the Riemannian metric tensor gJ.L1I found from 
the equations containing the metric tensor IJ.LII. 

Hence, though the geometrization principle allows one to go over to the description of 
motion in the effective Riemannian space, nevertheless the metric of the initial Minkowski 
space has not been excluded. As we will see in what follows it remains in the gravitational 
field equations, thus conserving the notion of the inertial system, where the inertia forces 
are identically equal to zero. 

2. Gauge Transformation Group 

Since the Lagrangian density of matter has the form 

(4) 
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then one can easily find the gauge transformation group, under which the Lagrangian 
density of matter changes only by a divergence. For this purpose let us use the invariance 
of the action 

4SM = JLM(gIJV, <PA) d x (5) 

at an arbitrary infinitesimal variation of the coordinates 

(6) 

awhere e is an infinitesimal displacement 4-vector. Under these coordinate transforma
tions the field functions gl-'V, 4>A vary in the following way 

l/I-'V(x') gl-'V (x) + begl-'V(x) +ea (x )Dagl-'V (x), 

<P~ (x') - </>A (x) + be </>A (x ) +ea (x )Da4>A (x), (7) 

where the expressions 

begl-'V(x) = gl-'a DaeV(x) +gva Da~l-'(x) - Da(~agl-'v), 

be4>A(X) = -ea(X)Da4>A(X) +F~; <PB(x)Dae{3(x) (8) 

are Lie variations. 
The operators be satisfy the conditions of the Lie algebra, i.e. the commutation relation 

(9) 

and Jacobi identity 

where 

~~ =~rDI-'~~ -~~DI-'~r =~ral-'~~ -~~al-'~r· (10) 

So that (9) take place, it is necessary that the following conditions should be fulfilled 

F Bjl-' FCja pBja FCjl-' _ .fl-'ajT pCjU
A-v B-{3 - A'{3 B'V - Jv{3'u A'T' (11), , " " 

where the structure constants f are equal to 

j lJ.ajT _ ~IJ. ca CT ca CI-' CT
v{3jU - u{3°u °v - °v °u°{3' (12) 

One can easily get convinced that they satisfy the Jacobi identity 

j aVjU f.TPjW + jVPjU .fTajW + /.paju /.TVjW = 0 
{3l-'j T Ut:j 8 I-'t:j T J.u{3j 8 e{3j T UI-'; 8 (13) 

and possess antisymmetric properties 

j aVj P_ jva jP 
{3l-'jU - - l-'{3jU' 

7 



Under coordinate transformation (6) the va.riation of the action is equal to zero 

8cSM == J L~(x') d4 x' - JLM(X) d4 x == o. (14) 
0' 0 

The first integral in (14) may be presented in the form 

JL'u(x') d4 x' = JJ L'u(x') d4 x, 
0' 0 

where 

J ( 
ax'Ot)

== det ax f3 • 

In the first order over eOt the deternlinant J is equal to 

(15) 

\Vith an account of the expansion 

L'u(x') == L'u(x) + eOt (x) aaLM , 
x Ot 

as well as of (15) one may present the expression for the variation in the form 

8cSM == J[8LM(x) + aOt(eOt LM(x))] d4x == o. 
o 

Owing to the arbitrariness of the integration volume n we have an identity 

(16) 

where Lie variation 8LM is equal to 

(17) 

Whereof, in particular, it follows that if the scalar density depends only on gil-/.' and its 
derivatives then under transformation (8) it will also change only by a divergence 

(16a) 

w here Lie variation 8L can be equal to 

(17a) 

Lie variations (8) were found in the context of coordinate transformations (6). How
ever one can stick to another point of view, and then in agreement with it one can consider 
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transformations (8) as gauge transformations. In this case the arbitrary infinitesimal 4
vector ea (x) will already be a gauge vector rather than a coordinate displacement vector. 
In what follows in order to stress the difference between the gauge group and coordinate 
transformation group, we shall denote the group parameter as ca(x), and the transforma
tions of the field functions 

gJjIl (x) --+ gJjIl (x) + DgJjIl (x) , (18) 

with increments 

D~gJjIl (x) = gJja Darcll (x) +gilaDarcJj (x) - Dar (cargJjIl) , 

De4>A(X) = -car(X)Dar 4>A(X) +F:/; 4>B(X) DacP(x) (19) 
will be called gauge transformations. 

In complete agreement with formulas (9) and (10) the operators satisfy the same Lie 
algebra, Le. the commutation relation 

(20) 

and Jacobi identity 

[Den [De2 , De3 ]] + [De3 , [Den De2 ]] + [De2 , [De3 , Del]] = o. (21) 

Similar to the above we have 
II JjD II JjD II Jj8 II Jj8 II

c3 = Cl Jjc 2 - C2 Jjcl = Cl JjC2 - C2 Jjcl· 

The gauge group sprung out from the geometrized structure of the scalar Lagrangian 
density of matter LM(gJjIl, 4>A), which owing to identity (16) changes only by a divergence 
under gauge transformations (19). Hence, the geometrization principle, that has deter
mined the universal character of the interaction between the matter and gravitational 
field, gives us a possibility to formulate non-commuting infinite dimensional gauge group 
(19). 

An essential difference between the gauge and coordinate transformations will manifest 
itself at a decisive point of the theory when constructing the scalar Lagrangian density of 
the proper gravitational field. The difference appears due to the fact, that under gauge 
transformations the metric tensor lJjIl does not change, and consequently in virtue of (3) 
we have 

DegJjIl (x) = DeJJjIl (x). 

Basing on (19) there follows the transformation for the field 

DeJJjIl(X) = gJja Dar cll(x) + gila DacJj(x) - Da(cagJjIl). 

However this transformation differs greatly from the one under coordinate displacement 

De JJjIl(X) = JJjar Daell(x) + Jlla DaeJj(x) - Da(ea JJjIl). 

Under gauge transformations (19) the equations of motion for the matter do not change 
since under any such transformations the Lagrangian density of the matter changes only 
by a divergence. 
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3.� Lagrangian Density and Equations of Motion for the Proper 
Gravitational Field 

As is known, if using only the tensor 9",v, one cannot construct the scalar density of 
the Lagrangian for the proper gravitational field with respect to the arbitrary coordi
nate transformations as quadratic form of the derivatives not higher than the first order. 
Therefore the metric 'Y",v will necessarily enter the Lagrangian density alongside with the 
metric 9",v. Since the metric 'Y",v does not change under gauge transformations (19), then 
it follows that in order to make the Lagrangian density of the proper gravitational field 
change under this transformation only by a divergence, strong limitations for its struc
ture should arise. This is right the point where principal difference between gauge and 
coordinate transformations appears. 

While the coordinate transformations impose almost no limitations on the structure of 
the scalar Lagrangian density of the proper gravitational field, the gauge transformations 
allow us to find the Lagrangian density. A straightforward general method to construct 
the Lagrangian is given in [3]. 

Here we shall choose a simpler technique to construct_the Lagrangian. Basing on (16a) 
we conclude that the simplest scalar densities A and R = AR, where R is the scalar 
curvature of the effective Riemannian space, vary in the following way 

R ~ R - Dv(C:vR), (22) 

R ~ R- Dv(C:vR), (23) 

under gauge transformation (19). The scalar density R is expressed through Christoffel 
symbols 

(24) 

in the following way 

(25) 

Since the Christoffel symbols are not tensor quantities, each term in (25) is not a scalar 
density. However if tensor quantities G;v, 

G~y = ~9~"(D"9"Y + D y9"" - D"9,,y),� (26) 

be introduced, then the scalar density may identically be presented in the form 

R- - N"'V(GA GU GA GU )� D (N"'V G(1 -"'(1 GV ) (27)- -9 ",v A(1 - "'(1 VA - v 9 "'(1 - 9 "'(1. 

Note, that in (27) each group of terms separately behaves as a scalar density under 
arbitrary coordinate transformations. With account of (22) and (23) the expression 

(28) 
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changes only by a divergence under arbitrary gauge transformations. Choosing the vector 
density QII equal to 

Q II = g"" J.£II GCf _ g"" J.£Cf Gil 
J.£Cf J.£Cf' 

we exclude the terms with derivatives higher than the first order from the previous ex
pression, and hence obi,ain the following Lagrangian density 

(29) 

Hence we see that the requirement that the Lagrangian density of the proper gravi
tational field changes only by a divergence under gauge transformations (19) unambigu
ously determines the structure of Lagrangian density (29). But if one restricts himself 
only with this density, then the gravitational field equations will be gauge invariant, and 
the metric of the Minkowski space 1 J.£II would not enter the system of equations, deter
mined by Lagrangian density (29). Since in this approach the metric of the Minkowski 
space disappears, then a possibility to present the gravitational field as a physical field of 
Faraday-Maxwell type in the Minkowski space is excluded. 

With the Lagrangian density (29) the introduction of the metric lJ.£1I with the help of 
equations (1) does not save the situation, since the physical quantities - the interval and 
curvature tensor of the Riemannian space, as well as the tensor t;1I of the gravitational 
field - will depend on the choice of the gauge, which is inadmissible from the point of 
view of physics. In order to conserve the notion of the field in the Minkowski space and to 
avoid such ambiguity, the Lagrangian density of the gravitational field should be enriched 
with term, violating the gauge group. At first sight, it may seem, that there arises a great 
arbitrariness in choosing the Lagrangian density of the gravitational field, since the group 
may be violated in many different ways. However it turns out not to be true, since. our 
physical requirement of the polarization properties of the gravitational field as a field with 
2 - and 0 - spins, imposed by equation (1), brings us to the necessity to choose the term 
violating group (19) in a way so that equations (1) would be consequences of the system 
of equations for the gravitational field and fields of matter, because only in this case no 
over-determined system of differential equations would arise. For this purpose we shall 
introduce a term of the form 

(30) 

into the scalar Lagrangian density of the gravitational field. In the presence of (1) and 
under transformations (19) this term also changes by a divergence, however only on the 
class of vectors, satisfying the condition 

(31) 

Almost an analogous situation takes place in electrodynamics with the photon rest 
mass different from zero. With an account of (28)-(30) the total scalar density of the 
Lagrangian has the form 
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The last constant term in (32) was introduced in order to turn the Lagrangian density 
into zero in the absence of the gravitational field. The reduction of the class of gauge 
vectors owing to the introduction of term (30) brings us automatically to the fact that 
equations (1) will be the consequences of the gravitational field equations. We will get 
convinced in this fact in what follows. 

According to the principle of the least action the equations for the proper gravitational 
field have the form 

(33) 

where 
6Lg _ 8Lg _ a ( 8Lg ) 

6gIJil - 8gIJil (T 8(8(TgIJII) 

and the Ricci tensor RIJII will be given in the form 

(34) 

Since in the case of the absence of the gravitational field equations (33) are to be identically 
fulfilled, it follows that 

(35) 

Now let us find the density of energy-momentum tensor of the gravitational field in the 
Minkowski space 

t;1I = -2 :Lg = 2V-'Y('YIJ0'YII{3 - -2
1

'YIJII'Y0{3) ~~:{3 + Al JIJII - 2A3gIJil - A4 ;YIJII , (36)
0'YIJII og 

where 
JIJII = DoD{3('Y0lJg{311 + 'Y0IIg{31J _ ,o{3 glJll - 'YIJII g0{3). (37) 

If one takes into account dynamic equations (33) in expression (36), then we will get an 
equation for the proper gravitational field, that will have the following form 

(38) 

In order this equation be identically fulfilled in the absence of the gravitational field, one 
should put 

(39) 

As the equality 
DIJ t;1I = 0 (40) 

always takes place for the proper gravitational field, then from equation (38) it follows 

(41) 

Hence equations (1) that determine the field polarization properties, follow straight
forwardly from equation (38). With account of (41) field equations (38) may be presented 
in the form 

'"Y0 {3 D D llJll _ A4 llJll = _...!:..- t lJll (42) 
I 0 {3 ¥' Al ¥' Al 9 • 
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In Galilean coordinates this equation has a simple form 

o ~..~ - ~: ~"" =- Lt~. (43) 

It is reasonable to give the meaning of graviton mass squared to the numeric factor 
-)..4/)..1 = m 2, and according to the correspondence principle the value for -1/)..1 should 
be taken equal to 161r. Hence all the unknown constants entering the Lagrangian density 
have been determined: 

21 m
)..1 =--, )..2 =)..4 = -2)..3 = -. (44)

161r 161r 

The constructed scalar density of the Lagrangian of the proper gravitational field will 
have the form 

2 
L - 1 -ISII(G>' G tT G>' GtT) m (1 -ISII . ~ r-::) (45)9 - 161r 9 ISII >'tT - IStT II>' - 161r '2'lSlIg - V -g - v -, . 

Its relevant dynamic equation for the proper gravitational field may be given in the form 

JISII - m 2 ~ISII = -161r t;lI, (46) 

or 
m2 

RISII - _(glSlI - gISClglI{3'Ol(3) = O. (47)
2 

These equations considerably restrict the class of gauge transformations, leaving only 
trivial ones, satisfying Killing conditions. Such transformations follow from the Lorentz 
invariance and take place in any theory. 

The Lagrangian density constructed above, brings us to equations (47), from which it 
follows that equations (41) are their consequences, therefore outside the matter we will 
have ten equations for ten unknown field functions. With the help of equation (41) the 
unknown field functions <pOOl can easily be expressed through the field functions <pik , where 
i and k run the values 1,2,3. Thus, in the Lagrangian density of the proper gravitational 
field the structure of the mass term, that violates the gauge group, is unambiguously 
determined by the polarization properties of the gravitational field. 

4. Equations of Motion for the Gravitational Field and Matter 

The total Lagrangian density of matter and gravitational field is equal to 

L = Lg + LM(glSlI, <PA), (48) 

where Lg is defined by expression (45). 
Basing on (48) and with the help of the least action principle we obtain a complete 

system of equations for matter and gravitational field 

8L =0 (49)8glS11 ' 
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~~: = O. (50) 

Since under arbitrary infinitesimal changes of the coordinates the variation of the action 
beSM is equal to zero, 

beSM = be JLM(g'W, tPA) d"x = 0, 

then one can obtain an identity [3] in the form 

(51) 

Here T)\II = -2bLM/bgAII is the energy-momentum tensor density of matter in the Rie
mannian space; V A is a covariant derivative in 'this space with the metric gAil. From 
identity (51) it follows that if equations of matter motion (50) are fulfilled, then the 
following equation takes place 

V A TAli = o. (52) 

In that case if the number of equations (50) for matter is equal to four, one can use 
their equivalent equations (52) instead of them. Since in what follows we will deal only 
with such equations for matter let us always use the equations for matter in form (52). 
Hence the complete system of equations for matter and gravitational field will have the 
form 

bL -0 (53)b91-111 - , 

V A TAli = o. (54) 

The matter will be described by the velocity V, matter density p and pressure p. The 
gravitational field is determined by ten components of the tensor </JI-Ill. Hence we have 
fifteen unknown quantities. In order to determine them we are to add the equation of the 
matter state to fourteen equations (53)-(54). If one takes into consideration the relations 

(55) 

bLM 1 ( 1 ) (56)b91-'1I = 2F9 TI-III - 2g,w T , 

then the system of equations (53), (54) may be given in the form 

1 m 2 1 81r 
(RI-III 

- 2gl-lllR) + 2[gl-l1l + (gl-lagll/3 - 2gl-lllga/3) "Ya/3] = F9 TI-III 
, (57) 

V" T"" = o. (58) 

In virtue of the Bianchi identity 

vp.(R'W - ~ gIW R) = 0 
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from equations (57) we have 

13m 2H(gPOg,4 - 2' gPVgOP)\!P lap = 167[" \!P TPv. (59) 

Taking into consideration the expression 

(60) 

where G~o is defined by formula (26) we find 

(gPagvp _ 2"1 
gPVgOP) \!PlOP = IP>.gPV(Dq gq>. +G~p ga>.). (61) 

However since 
H(Dq gq>. + G~pg°>') = Dq g>.q, (62) 

expression (61) takes the form 

H(g'"''gVP - ~ g"VgaP) V',,'Yap = 'Y"A g"V DU gAU. (63) 

Using (63) one can rewrite expression (59) in the form 

m 2
1P>' gPV Dqg>.q = 167[" \!P TPv. 

This expression can be rewritten in the form 

m 2 Dqg.>'q = 167[" I>'V\!P T:. (64) 

With the help of this relation equation (58) may be replaced by the equation 

(65) 

Therefore the system of equations (57) and (58) reduces to a system of gravitational 
equations in the form 

1 m 2 1 t:l 87["t:l

(RPV - 2' gPV R) + 2[gPV + (gPOgVfJ - 2' gPV gOfJ)loP] = H TPv, (66) 

D p gPV = O. (67) 

These equations are form-invariant w.r.t. the Lorentz transformations, Le. in any inertial 
(Galilean) coordinate system the phenomena are described with the same equations. 

A concrete inertial Galilean coordinate system is singled out by the statement of the 
physical problem itself (initial and boundary conditions). The description of the given 
physical problem in different inertial (Galilean) coordinate systems, is of course different, 
however this does not contradict the relativity principle. If we introduce the tensor 

15� 



then the system of equations (66) and (67) may be presented in the forIn 

(66a) 

It can also be presented in the form 

D -JJ.II 0JJ.g = . (67a) 

NJJ.II = ~(TJJ.II - ~ gJJ.1I T),
R 2 

(68) 

(69) 

or 

NJJ.II = 
87r 

R(TJJ.II 
1
2gJJ.1I T), (68a) 

,I 

DJJ.lJJJ.1I = o. (69a) 

It should particularly be stressed that the Minkowski metric tensor enters both system 
(68) and system (69). 

The coordinate transformations leaving the Minkowski metric form-invariant connect 
the physically equivalent reference frames. The simplest among them are inertial ones. 
Therefore possible gauge transformations satisfying the Killing conditions 

do not take us out the class of the physically equivalent reference frames. 
If we admit the possibility of the experimental measurement of the characteristics of 

the Riemannian space and of matter motion to arbitrary high accuracy, then proceeding 
from equations (68a) and (69a) we can define the Minkowski metric and find the Galilean 
(inertial) coordinate systems. Hence, basically the ~iinkowski space becomes observable. 

The existence of the Minkowski space is reflected in the conservation laws; therefore 
their verification in physical phenomena is, at the same time, the verification of the 
structure of space-time. 

The system of gravitational equations can be given another equivalent form: 

,c43DOlD{3~JJ.1I +m 2 ~JJ.II = 167r tJJ.lI, (70) 

DJJ.~JJ.II = 0, (71) 

where tJJ.1I = -2SL/S'JJ.1I is the conserved energy-momentum tensor density of matter and 
gravitational field in the Minkowski space. The form of these equations is similar to the 
equations of electrodynamics with a photon mass J.l in the absence of gravitation: 

.1\ 

(72) 

(73) 
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In electrodynamics the source of the vector field AV is the conserved electromagnetic 
current jV produced by charged bodies, whereas in RTG the source of the tensor field is 
the conserved total energy-momentum tensor of matter and gravitational field. Therefore 
the gravitational equations will be nonlinear even for the proper gravitational field. 

It should be particularly stressed that in addition to the known cosmological term 
in equations (66) there appeared another one containing the Minkowski metric 'YJJV, with 
the two terms having the common constant coinciding with the graviton mass, that is 
therefore extremely small. The second mass term in equations (66) containing the metric 
'YJJV is responsible for the production of repulsion forces, rather large in strong gravitational 
fields. This circumstance changes the nature of collapse and evolution of the Universe. 

As we saw before, the presence of the graviton rest mass has a paramount importance 
for the construction of the field theory of gravitational field. Just due to this, it follows 
from the theory that the homogeneous and isotropic Universe can be but just flat. 

In conclusion to this Section it is worth to note, that the theory of the tensor gravi
tational field in the Minkowski space, that introduces effective Riemannian space-time, is 
possible only under condition, that the gravitational field does possess the rest mass. 

5. The Causality Principle in RTG 

The RTG, like the theories of other physical fields, has been constructed within the 
frames of the Special Relativity Theory (SRT). According to the latter, any motion of a 
point-like test body takes place inside the light causality cone of the Minkowski space. 
Hence, noninertial reference frames realized by test bodies should also be inside the causal
ity cone of the pseudo-Euclidean space-time. This defines the whole class of possible non
inertial reference frames. The 3-dimensional inertia and gravitation forces acting upon a 
material point will be locally equal if the light cone of the effective Riemannian space does 
not escape outside the causality light cone in the Minkowski space. Just only in this case 
the 3-dimensional force of a gravitational field acting upon a test body can be compen
sated locally by changing over into an admissible noninertial reference frame connected 
with this body. 

If the light cone of the effective Riemannian space escaped the light causality cone 
of the Minkowski space this would mean that for such "gravitational field" there is no 
admissible noninertial reference frame in which this "field of the force" acting upon a 
material point could be compensated. Putting it in other words, the local compensation 
of a 3-dimensional gravitation force by the inertia force is possible only if gravitational 
field as a physical one acting upon particles, does not take their world lines beyond the 
causality cone of the pseudo-Euclidean space-time. This condition should be treated as 
the causality principle, allowing us to select the solutions to the system of equations (66) 
and (67), having a physical sense and corresponding to gravitational fields. 

The causality principle is not fulfilled automatically because the gravitational inter
action enters the coefficients of the second-order derivatives in the field equations, Le. 
varies the initial pseudo-Euclidean space-time geometry. This is an inherent feature of 
gravitational field only. The interaction of all other known physical fields typically does 
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not effect the second-order derivatives in the field equations and therefore does not vary 
the initial pseudo-Euclidean space-time geometry. 

Now let us formulate analytically the causality principle in the RTG. Since in this 
theory the motion of matter under the action of gravitational field in the pseudo-Euclidean 
space-time is equivalent to t.hat in the relevant effective Riemannian one then for causally 
related events, Le. for the world lines of particles and light, we should, on the one hand, 
have the condition 

d s2 = 9JJV dx JJ dxV >_,0 (74) 

and, on the other hand, for such events the inequality 

(75) 

should necessarily hold true. For the chosen reference frame realized by physical bodies 
the condition 

100 > 0 (76) 

must be fulfilled. Let us single out in expression (75) the time- and space-like terms: 

2 'oi· dx' i k")2d (j = (..;::y;;; dt +..;::y;;; - Si k dx dx . (77) 

Here the Latin indices i, k range the values 1, 2, 3, 

loilok 
Sik = -,ik + , (78)

100 

Si k is a metric three-dimensional space tensor in the four-dimensional pseudo-Euclidean 
space-time. The spatial distance squared is determined by the expression 

2 i kd 1 = Si k dx dx . (79) 

Now present the velocity vi = dxi / dt as vi = vei , where v is the velocity value, ei is 
an arbitrary unity vector in the three-dimensional space 

Sike
i e k = 1. (80) 

In the absence of gravitational field the velocity of light in the chosen coordinate system 
is easily found from expression (77) by putting this expression equal to zero: 

.)2�loi dx' i k(..;::y;;;dt +..;::y;;; = Si k dx dx . 

Whereof we find that . i)10' e v =..;::y;;;/ 1 - - . (81)( ..;::y;;; 
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Hence, the arbitrary four-dimensional isotropic vector u V in Minkowski space is 

V i (82)u = (1, ve ). 

For conditions (74) and (75) to be fulfilled simultaneously it is necessary and sufficient 

that for any isotropic vector 
I.J v - 0 (83)IJ.LV U U 

the causality condition 
(84) 

should be fulfilled. This condition just means that the light cone of the effective Rieman
nian space does not escape the light causality cone of the pseudo-Euclidean space-time. 
The causality conditions can be put down in the following form: 

I.J v 0 (83a)gl.Jv V V = , 
(84a) 

In the GRT, of physical sense are the solutions to the Hilbert-Einstein equations satisfying 
at each point of space-time the inequality 

9 < 0, 

and also the requirement called the energy dominance condition formulated as follows. 
For any time-like vector ]{v the inequality 

TI.JV](I.J ](v_> 0 

should hold true and for this vector the quantity 

should form a nonspace-like vector. 
In our theory, only such solutions to equations (68a) and (69a) have physical sense 

which, alongside with these requirements, also satisfy causality conditions (83a) and (84a). 
Proceeding from equations (68a), the last condition can be written as 

8~ 1 m2 

RJ.LV ](J.LKV S ..;=g(Tl.Jv - 2gl.Jv T) KI.J K 
V +2 9 I.Jv KI.J ]{V. (85) 

.~ If we take the density of energy-momentum tensor for matter in the form: 

then from (68a) it is possible to derive the following relation between the interval of 
Minkowski space du and effective Riemannian space ds: 
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where UI-£ = dxl-£ Ids. 
Due to causality principle there is an inequality: 

m2 

Rl-£vUI-£UV < 41r(p +3p) +2' 

which is a partial case of inequality (85) or 

(85a) 

In 1918 A.Einstein formulated the equivalence principle in the following way: "Inertia 
and gravity are identical; from this as well as from the results of Special Relativity Theory 
it inevitably follows, that symmetric <<fundamental tensor>> 91-£v determines the metric 
properties of space, inertial motion of bodies in it and also the action of gravitation." 
Identification in the GRT the gravitational field and metric tensor 9/-,v of the Riemannian 
space allows one through the choice of the coordinate system to make all the components 
of the Christoffel symbol equal to zero on all the points of an arbitrary line.' However in 
this case the gravitational field is not excluded in GRT through the coordinate system 
choice, since the motion of two close material points will not be free because of the presence 
of the curvature tensor, 'that, owing to the tensor properties can never be turned into zero 
by choosing the coordinate system. 

In RTG the gravitational field is a physical field in Faraday-Maxwell spirit, therefore 
the gravitational force is described by the four-vector, and consequently only by conditions 
(83) and (84) fulfilled one can balance with inertia forces the three-dimensional part of 
the gravitation force by choosing the relevant coordinate system. The continence of the 
equivalence principle in RTG changes drastically and reduces to conditions (83) and (84) 
that provide a possibility to choose such a coordinate system, where the gravitational force 
will be balanced by the inertia force. The motion of the material point in the gravitational 
field, no matter what coordinate system we have, can never be free. The last statement 
is evident especially if we write the geodesic line equation in the form [1]: 

U
v 

V = dx •Here du 
A free motion in the Minkowski space is described by the equation: 

DUV _ dUv v UIl-U>' - 0 
du - du + /1-£>' -, 

/~>. are Christoffel symbols of the Minkowski space. We see that the motion along a 
geodesic line of the Riemannian space is the motion of a test body under the action of a 
force pv: 
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and this force has a four-vector nature. We have here the same situation as in the case 
for other known'physical forces. 

In SRT there is a principal difference between the inertia and physical forces (electro
magnetic, nuclear, etc.). The inertia forces may always be turned into zero by a simple 
choice of the reference frame, while physical forces cannot be turned into zero by any choice 
of the reference frame, because they are of vector nature in the Minkowski space. In GRT 
gravitational forces are locally identical to the inertia forces, therefore they greatly differ 
from any. other physical forces. In RTG contrary to GRT, gravitational forces, as all other 
physical forces, have one and the same, vector nature in four-dimensional space-time. 

Einstein recognized a profound reason for the equality of the inertial and gravitational 
masses from the local identity of inertia and gravitation. However, in our opinion, as it 
is seen from equations (70) the reason for this equality is in the fact that the source of 
the gravitational field is the conserved total density of the tensor of matter and gravita
tional field. That is why the equality of the inertial and gravitational masses does not 
demand of the local identity of the gravitation and inertia forces. However geometrization, 
determined by the geometrization principle, turns out to be necessary. 

6.. Some Physical Conclusions of RTG 

The RTG system of equations (66) and (67) leads to completely different, qualitatively 
new physical conclusions than the GRT. For example, the picture of collapse changes 
completely. It turns out that during collapse of a spherically symmetric body of an 
arbitrary mass the contraction process in the region close to the Schwarzschild sphere 
ceases to be replaced by further extension. This means that in addition to contracting 
objects in the Nature there should exist extending ones. Therefore, according to the RTG, 
the possibility for "black holes", i.e. objects having no material boundaries and "cut" off 
out of the external world, to exist in the Nature is ruled out completely. 

Another important physical conclusion concerns the evolution of the homogeneous 
and isotropic Universe. It follows from equations (66) and (67) as well as from causality 
conditions (83) and (84) that homogeneous and isotropic Universe has been existing for 
an infinite period of time and its three-dimensional geometry is Euclidean. This Universe 
evolves cyclewise from the maximal finite density till the minimal one, then till the max
imal again (in the absence of dissipation), etc. Our theory predicts the existence in the 
Universe of a large "hidden" mass of matter because, according to equations (66) and 
(67) the total matter density is presently equal to 

1 (mc2)2 (86)P=Pc+ 161rG T . 

Whereof it is seen that the matter density even for a sufficiently small graviton mass is 
close to the critical dtmsity pc determined by the Hubble constant H and equal to 

3H2 
(87)pc = 81r G' 
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The RTG explains all the known gravitational experiments in the Solar system and, as 
we saw before, makes it possible to introduce for gravitational field the notion of energy
momentum tensor, as it can be done for other physical fields. As due to geometrization 
the conserved total tensor density of matter and gravitational field is the source' of the 
gravitational field, from equations (70) directly follows, that inertial mass of a static body 
is exactly equal to its active gravitational mass. Here this equality doesG;.~'~ggest the local 
identification of gravitation and inertia. 

From the other side a motion of a neutral test body in the given gravitational field does ~\.Ci:: 

depend on the body mass, as it is along the geodesic line of the effective Riemannian space. 
So, it should be concluded that the passive gravitational mass of the test body is also 
equal to its inertial mass and, therefore, the passive gravitational mass of the test body is 
equal to its active gravitational mass. The energy-momentum tensor density -28Lg /8gJJl/ 

of gravitational field in the Riemannian space outside matter is, according to equations 
(66), equal to zero. However, this does not mean the absence of gravitational radiation 
because the gravitational wave carrying energy moves along the effective gravitational 
background. 

As to the gravitational radiation of massive gravitons it was expounded in article [4], 
in which the author showed that the calculations made earlier were based on the gen
eral expression for intensity obtained incorrectly. Those deducing this expression did not 
take into account the important fact that gravitons actually propagated in the effective 
Riemannian space rather than in the Minkowski one. Consideration of this fact led the 
author to the statement that the intensity of the gravitational radiation of massive gravi
tons was a positive-definite value. Its expression is presented in paper [4]. The system 
of gravitational equations (66) and (67) opens up new possibilities for both specific and 
comprehensive studies of these or those gravitational phenomena. 

In conclusion one should make some important remarks. Can one set the graviton 
mass equal to zero? Since in our theory the graviton mass eliminates the degeneration· in 
the gauge group, putting it equal to zero directly in equations (66) and (67) is incorrect. 
In our theory it must not be equal to zero. The system of gravitational equations (66) 
and (67) is hyperbolic, with the causality principle ensuring the existence in the whole 
space of a space-like surface crossed by each nonspace-like curve in the Riemannian space 
only once. Putting it in other words, there exists a global Cauchy surface on which the 
initial physical conditions are given for any specific problem. 

Penrose and Hawking [5] proved the theorems on existence of singularity in the GRT 
under certain general conditions. In virtue of causality conditions (85a) and proceeding 
from equations (68a) outside of matter the inequality 

(88) 

holds true for the isotropic vectors in Riemannian space, therefore the conditions of the 
theorems on the existence of singularity are not fulfilled in the RTG and, hence, their 
statements are unacceptable for the RTG. In our theory those events which are space-like 
in the absence of gravitational field can never become under the action of gravitational 
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· l'k I 'rtue of the causality principle the effective Riemannian space-
field tIme- I e ones. n VI ..' I 
time in the RTG will possess the isotropic and tIme-hke geodes~c comp et~ness'l' If� 

The aforementioned reasonings allow us to make the followIng genera conc ~SIO?
 
we accept in virtue of the universal nature of gravitation that the source of gravItatIonal� 
field in the Minkowski space is the conserving energy-molnentum tensor of matter and� 
massive gravitational field, then the field will manifest itself as a second-rank tensor one.� 
Similarly to electrodynamics the field equations can naturally be written as 

But this system of equations follows from the Lagrangian formalism only in the case 
if the matter-gravitational field interaction takes place according to the geometrization 
principle, that just reduces the action of this field to the effective space-time geometry. 

Hence, with the conserving matter energy-momentum tensor accepted as the universal 
source of gravitational field, this necessarily leads to the effective Riemannian geometry. 

As the field gravitation theory requires that the graviton mass be introduced, and, 
according to the theory structure it is close to electrodynamics, then it may well be that 
the photon rest mass is not equal to zero either. 

7. Mach Principle 

When formulating the laws of n1cchanics Newton introduced the notion of absolute 
space, that always remains the same and motionless. And right with respect to this space 
he defined the acceleration of a body. This acceleration was of an absolute character. The 
introduction of such an abstract notion, as absolute space, turned out to be rather fruitful. 
In particular, the notion of inertial reference frames in the whole space, relativity principle 
for mechanical processes sprung out from this idea. Besides it favoured the formation of 
the idea of physically distinguished states of motion. In connection with this in 1923 
Einstein wrote: "The coordinate systems found in such states of motion differ in the fact 
that the laws of Nature formulated in these coordinates acquire the most silnple form" and 
then he went on: "... in accordance with the classical mechanics there exists the relativity 
of the velocity, but not the relativity of the acceleration." Since then the idea of inertial 
reference frames was established in the theory. In these inertial reference frames the 
material points not subjected to the action of the forces do not undergo the acceleration 
and are in their state of rest or of uniform and straightforward motion. However the 
absolute Newton space or the inertial reference frames were in fact introduced a priori, 
without taking into consideration the distribution of matter in the Universe. 

Mach was brave enough to seriously criticize the basic postulates of Newton mechanics. 
As he himself recognized later, it was very difficult for him to publish his ideas. Though 
Mach has not constructed a physical theory, free from the drawbacks pointed out himself, 
nevertheless he has greatly influenced the development of the physical theory. He attracted 
the attention of scientists to the analysis of the basic physical notions. 

Let us quote some statements by Mach [6J, which later on were called Mach principle. 
"No one can say anything about absolute space and absolute motion, it is only something 
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imagined, not observable in experiments " Then' "Instead 01 r It' . b d '. e a zng a movzng 0 y to
(:

. 
space z. e. to so"!e coordinate system) we should rather consider its relation to. the bodies 
of th~ world,. whzch are the only -ones allowing us to determine the coordinate system... 
even %n the stmplest case, when we supposedly consider the interaction of only two masses 
we cannot neglect- the rest part of the world. ... If a body rotates w. r.t. the sky with 
motionless stars, then there arise centrifugal forces, however if it rotates w.r.t. some 
otlier body, rather than w. r.t. the stars, no centrifugal forces arise. I have nothing against 
calling the first rotation an absolute one, if we always bear in mind that it does not imply 
anything else but the rotation w. r.t. the motionless stars sky." 

This is why Mach wrote: " ...there is not any necessity to relate the inertia law with 
any special absolute space. The most natural approach of a true scientist is as follows: first 
we are to consider the inertia law as a rather approximate one, to relate it spatially with 
the motionless starry sky,... and then we are to expect some corrections or development 
of our knowledge on the basis of our further experience. Recently Lange has published an 
article saying how one might introduce a new coordinate system using his principles for the 
case when usual rough reference to the motionless starry sky turned out to be inapplicable 
due to more precise astronomic observations. There is no disagreement between me and 
Lange in the theoretical formal value of Lange's conclusions, i. e., the motionless starry 
sky is in fact the only applicable reference system at present, as well as there is no dis
agreement concerning the method of defining a new reference system through step-by-step 
corrections." Then Mach quotes S.Neumann: "Since all the motions are to be referred to 
the alpha system (inertial system), it obviously represents some indirect relation among 
all the processes going on in the Universe, and consequently, one may say, it contains so 
a mysterious as a complicate universal law." Mach makes a remark in this relation: "I 
think, anyone will agree with this." 

From Mach's remarks it is clear that since we are speaking about the inertia law, 
according to which, if we follow Newton "...any separately taken body, since it is left to 
itself, keeps its state of rest or of uniform straightforward motion... " then quite naturally 
there arises the question about inertial reference frames and their connection with the 
distribution of matter. Mach and his contemporaries understood quite clearly, that such 
connection should exist in Nature. This is the meaning that will be embedded into the 
notion of "Mach principle". 

Mach wrote: "Though I think that astronomic observations will entail first only rather 
insignificant corrections, I stiII admit, that the inertia law, in its simple form, given by 
Newton, has a limited and temporary significance for us." As we will see in what follows, 
Mach was mistaken here. Mach did not formulate his idea mathematically, that is why 
numerous authors put their own ideas into Mach's principle. Here we will try to preserve ~ 

the meaning, that Mach himself implied. 
Poincare, and later Einstein generalized the relativity principle for all physical phe

nomena. In Poincare's formulation [2] it reads: ".. .the relativity principle, in agreement 
with which all the laws of physical phenomena should be identical for motionless observer 
and for the one, moving uniformly and straightforwardly, so that we have no means and 
we cannot have those means to determine, whether we perform this motion or not." The 
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a lication of this principle to the electromagnetic ~henomena brought Poinc~re, and 
t~:n Minkowski to the discovery of the pseudo-EuclIdean geometry o~ spa~e-tllue and 
thus gave an even more support to the hypothesis on the existence of InertIal reference 
frames in the whole space. Such reference frames are physically preferred, and therefore 
the acceleration w.r.t. them has an absolute meaning. 

In the General Relativity Theory there are nO inertial systems in the whole space. On 
this point Einstein wrote in 1929: "The starting point for the theory is the statement, 
that there is no physically distinguished state of motion, i.e. neither the velocity, nor 
acceleration has absolute meaning." 

Mach principle in his formulation was not used in the GRT. However, it should be 
noted, that the ideas of inertial reference frames in the whole space are quite enough 
grounded experimentally, since, for example, passing from the coordinate system, con
nected with the Earth, to the coordinate system, connected with the Sun, and then to 
the Metagalaxy, we approach the inertial reference frame with higher and higher preci
sion. Therefore there are no serious grounds to give up such an important notion, as the 
inertial reference frame. On the other hand the existence of such fundamental laws as 
energy-momentum and angular momentum conservation laws also leads us by necessity 
to the fact of the existence of the inertial reference frames in the whole space. Pseudo
Euclidean geometry of space-time reflects the general dynamic properties of matter, at 
the same time it introduces the inertial reference frames. Though the pseudo-Euclidean 
geometry of space-time arose when studying the matter, and hence it is indispensable 
from it, nevertheless one may formally speak about the Minkowski space in the absence 
of matter. However as before in Newtonian mechanics, the Special Relativity Theory does 
not answer the question in what way the inertial reference frames are connected with the 
distribution of matter in the Universe. 

The discovery of the pseudo-Euclidean geometry of space-time allowed one to consider 
in an unified way not only the inertial, but accelerated reference frames as well. A great 
difference sprung between inertia forces and forces caused by physical fields. Its essence 
lies in the fact, that the inertia forces may always be made equal to zero by choosing 
proper ~eference frame, while the forces, caused by the physical fields, cannot in principle 
be turned into zero through a choice of the reference frame, for they have a vector nature 
in the four-dimensional space-time. Since in the RTG the gravitational field is a physical 
field in Faraday-Maxwell spirit, the forces caused by this field, cannot be turned into zero 
by choosing the reference frame. 

Another situation takes place in the General Theory of Relativity. Here gravitational 
forces have no vector nature in the four-dimensional space -time, and hence they can 
locally be turned into zero by choosing proper reference frame. Owing to the presence 
of the rest mass of the gravitational field the basic equations of the RTG (66) and (67) 
contain alongside with the Riemannian metric a metric tensor of the Minkowski space, 
but it means that the metric of this space can, in principle, be expressed via geometrical 
characteristics of the effective Riemannian space, as well as via the quantities character
izing the distribution of matter in the Universe. It can easily be realized, if we pass from 
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contravariant quantities to covariant ones in (66). Thus we obtain 

m2 87T 1 m 2� 

T'pv(x) = R(Tpv - "2gpvT) - Rpv + 2g~v. (89)� 

As we see, the r .h.s. of the equation contains only geometric characteristics of the effective 
Riemannian space and the quantities that define the distribution of matter in this space. 

Experimental studies of the motion of particles and·light in the Riemannian space may, 
in principle, allow us to find a metric tensor of the Minkowski space, and consequently, to 
construct an inertial reference frame. Hence, the RTG constructed in the framework of 
the Special Relativity Theory, makes it possible to formulate mathematically the Mach 
principle. As is seen, the special relativity principle has a global meaning independent of 
the form of matter. 

As to the gravitational field, its requirements are expressed through the form
invariance condition of equations (66) and (67) w.r.t. the Lorentz group. Lorentz form
invariapce of the physical equations remains to be the basic physical principle when con
structing the theory, for namely this principle gives us a possibility to introduce universal 
characteristics for all forms of matter. 

In 1950 A. Einstein wrote: "... shouldn't we finally try to conserve the notion of the 
inertial system and give up all attempts to explain the fundamental property of gravita
tional phenomena, that manifests itself in Newton's system as equality of the inertial and 
gravitational masses?" In Section 6 we have established that the equality of the inertial 
and gravitational masses is a consequence of equations (70), where the conserved total 
density of the energy-momentum tensor of matter and gravitational field is, owing to ge
ometrization, the source of the gravitational field, and this equality does not exclude, to 
the least extent, the notion of the inertial system. This notion remains in full in the RTG 
and it reflects general dynamic properties of matter-energy-momentum and angular mo
mentum conservation laws. Hence the equivalence of the inertial and gravitational masses 
does not make one reject the notion of the inertial system. Contrary to our conclusion 
A. Einstein answered the question in the following way: "The one, who believes in the 
cognoscibility of Nature, should say - no." 

Mach's ideas g~eatly influenced Einstein's views of gravitation when constructing the 
General Relativity Theory. In one of his articles Einstein wrote: "Mach principle: G-field 
is completely determined by the masses of the bodies." But it turns out that neither this 
postulate is fulfilled in the GRT, since there exist solutions in the absence of matter. 
An attempt to overcome this difficulty by introducing a ~ term was not a success. The 
desirable result was not achieved. It happened so that even the equations with the A 
term will have solutions, different from zero in the absence of matter. As it becomes clear 
Einstein embedded quite a different sense into the notion "Mach principle". However even 
this interpretation did not allow Mach's principle to find its place in the GRT. 

Does the Mach principle take place in Einstein's formulation in RTG? Contrary to 
the GRT in this theory one has space-like surfaces over the whole space - global Cauchy 
surfaces (which is due to causality principle). And if one of these surfaces lacks matter, 
then on the basis of the energy-dominance requirement, imposed on the nlatter tensor, 
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the Inatter will always be absent [5]. Since matter does exist in Nature, then it follows, 
that the system of gravitational equations homogeneous in the whole space, does not 
have solutions, realizable in Nature. On other words all the solutions of this system have 
no physical sense under the present development of the Universe. Such rejection of the 
solutions to the system of homogeneous gravitational equations became possible not only 
due to the equations, but also to the character of the real Universe. 

In principle, the equations of the theory do not reject the Universes, built of the 
gravitational field without matter. They are rejected by the development of matter itself. 
Why our Universe turned out to be with matter - the theory does not give an answer to 
this question. Only solutions of the system of inhomogeneous gravitational equations have 
physical sense, when in some part of the space or in the whole space there is matter. It 
means, that the gravitational field and the effective Riemannian space in the real Universe 
could not have been produced without matter generating them. We see that in Einstein's 
formulation also Mach principle is realized in the Relativistic Theory of Gravitation. 

However there is quite a noticeable difference in understanding G-field in our theory 
and in the GRT. By the G-field Einstein understood Riemannian metric, while in our 
understanding the gravitational field is a physical field. Such field enters the Riemannian 
metric alongside with the flat metric, hence in the absence of matter and gravitational field 
the metric does not vanish, and remains a metric of the Minkowski space. In literature 
one can find other formulations of Mach's principle, that differ in their meaning from 
the ideas of Mach and Einstein. But since in our opinion they have not been formulated 
sufficiently definitely, we do not consider them. Since the gravitational forces in the RTG 
are due to the physical field of Faraday-Maxwell type, then we cannot speak about any 
unified essence of the inertia and gravitation forces. 

Sometimes one sees the essence of Mach principle in the fact, that the inertia forces 
are as if determined by the interaction with the Universe matter. From the field point of 
view, such principle cannot take place in Nature. The thing is that though the inertial 
reference frames, as was seen above, are connected with the distribution of matter in the 
Universe, inertia forces are not the results of the interaction with the Universe nlatter, 
for any interaction of matter can proceed only via physical fields, but this means that the 
forces caused by these fields, cannot be made zero just by choosing the reference frame, 
which is due to their vector nature. Hence the inertia forces are directly determined not 
by the physical fields, but by a strictly determined structure of geometry and the choice 
of the reference frame. 

The pseudo-Euclidean geometry of space-time, which reflects the dynamic properties 
common for all forms of matter, from one side has confirmed the hypothesis on the 
existence of the inertial reference frames, and from the other side it has shown, that the 
inertia forces, arising under a corresponding choice of the reference frame, are expressed via 
Christoffel symbols of the Minkowski space. Therefore they do not depend on the nature 
of the body. All this became evident when it was shown that the SRT was applicable not 
only in the inertial reference frames, but in non-inertial (accelerated) frames as well. This 
made possible to give in article [7] a more general formulation of the relativity principle: 
"No matter what the physical reference frame we choose (inertial or non-inertial) one 
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can always point out an infinite set of other reference· frames, such that all the physical 
phenomena would proceed identically to the initial reference frame, so we do not have and 
we cannot have any experimental possibilities to distinguish, in what particular reference 
frame out of all this infinite set we find ourselves." 

In the RTG there is a great difference between inertial and gravitational forces: the 
farther we are from the bodies the weaker the gravitational field is, while the inertia forces 
may be arbitrarily large dependingon the choice of the reference frame. And only in the 
inertial reference frame they are equal to zero. Therefore it would be wrong to say, that 
we cannot separate the inertia forces from the gravitation ones. In our everyday life their 
difference is almost evident. 

The construction of the RTG allowed one to establish the connection between the 
inertial reference frame and distribution of matter in the Universe, thus making deeper ~' 
our understanding of the nature of the inertia forces and their difference from material 
forces. In our theory the inertia forces are to play the same role, as they play in any other 
field theories. 

Author expresses his deep gratitude to S.S. Gerstein for valuable discussions. 
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