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Abstract

Using the flexibility and constructive definition of the Schwinger
bases, we developed different mapping procedures to enhance different
aspects of the dynamics and of the symmetries of an extended version
of the two-level Lipkin model. The classical limits of the dvnamics are
discussed in connection with the different mappings. Discrete Wigne
functions are also calculated.
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1 Introduction

Phase space concepts are of fundamental importance in classical mechan-
ics [1] and pervade quantum mechanics through the Weyl-Wigner formalism
[2]. In the latter case the way in which quantum operators are mapped onto
functions of pairs of classical variables while retaining all the quantum con-
tent of the original formulation was clearly established (3]. The Weyl-Wigner
mapping technique has been extensively studied and discussed for the case
of operators exhibiting continuous spectra [4] mainly because of relationship
of the mapped expressions to their classical counterparts or classical limits.
In this connection the quantum-classical correspondence was first studied in
terms of a series of Poisson brackets envolving pairs of canonical variables by
Moyal [5] ; the quantization was studied through an analysis of the possible
link between the group of canonical transformations of classical mechanics
and the unitary group of quantum mechanics in a pioneer paper by Uhlhorn
[6].

In recent papers [7, 8] we have presented an alternate framework for
treating the Weyl-Wigner mapping in which we can handle both continu-
ous and discrete spectra. In this framework the Schwinger unitary operator
bases [9] play an essential role as they are the building blocks for the con-
struction of a generalized mapping kernel connecting quantum operators and
functions of classical variables. The important feature in Schwinger’s de-
scription is that it provides for a transparent and systematic treatment of
finite discrete spectra. thus allowing for the possibility of including degrees of
freedom without classical analogues. We have shown that it is still possible
to write a Weyl-Wigner transformation and to define an equivalent discrete
phase space for the associated quantum state space in such cases. To this
end it was demonstrated [7] that an operator basis can be construted which
will give directly the meshpoint value of the Weyl-Wigner transform of an
operator by just taking its trace with the corresponding element of the ba-
sis. This basis was shown to be just the double Fourier transform of the
Schwinger's original symmetrized basis and it has been used to implement
the Weyl-Wigner transform both for a spin 1/2 system and for the standard,
continuous canonical basis. The latter case actually involves subjecting the
discrete transforim to an appropriate limiting procedure. Due to its wide
applicability this approach is suitable for describing the time evolution of
physical quantities associated with quantum degrees of freedomn which may
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not have classical analogues. In this connection we have given the discrete
phase space representation of the von Neumann-Liouville equation [8].

In the present paper we apply our discrete mapping technique to the study
of the quantum dynamics of a soluble spin model as well as its classical limit.
The model consists of a slight generalization of the well known Lipkin model
[10], used many times as a testing ground for many-body approximation
techniques. Special attention is given to the role of a discrete symmetry of
the model (the parity symmettry of the standard Lipkin model) in shaping
phase space representatives as well as the classical limit. We also study the
initial value problem for some particular types of initial conditions.

In section 2 we briefly review the relevant steps of our discrete phase
space mapping procedure and collect the expressions relevant for the study
of the initial condition problem. Our extended version of the Lipkin model
is defined in section 3. Two different realizations of the phase space mapping
are introduced in subsection 3.1 and the corresponding classical limits are
discussed in subsections 3.2 and 3.3. In subsections 3.4 and 3.5 we discuss
constants of motion and initial value problem respectively. Finally, in section
4 we present our conclusions.

2 Brief Review

As has been pointed out previously [7, 8], it is possible to obtain the
mapped representatives of quantum operators O , acting ou finite N-dimensi-
onal spaces, through a discrete Weyl-Wigner transformation (hereafter h =
1 unless explicitly stated)

O(m,n) = %Tr[G'(m,n)O] : (1)

Here G(m,n) is the mod N invariant operator hasis (8]

G(m.n)= Z Z S(\J:'”exp[inq)(j,l: N) = ‘2rr%(1n_; + nl)] . (2)
) ¥

1
N2

where S(j,1) is the symmetrized operator

oowvh g ,
S, 1) = AT eXP(”rN)- (3

The Schwinger unitary operators U and V are defined as [9]

U | up) = ug | ux) (4)
up = exp(27ri%) (5)
V) = wen) (6)
U | v) =] vi) (7)
V) = v | vi) (8)
v = exp(flﬂ'i%) (9)

and the two sets of eigenvectors are related by the Fourier coefficients

exp(Zni"Nl)

o o) = DPETENT (10)
(| ) = 225
The phase
o Ny = NININ — i — Il (11)

where IY is the integral part of r with respect to N, guarantees mod N in-
variance. Using these expressions, it is straightforward to obtain the discrete
Weyl-Wigner transform of any given state. When this state is expressed in
terms of the basis {| us)}, i.c..

la) =) an]w), ' (12)
*
a simple calculation gives in fact
N ) = Tr[GYmon) | @) o 1} =
- L Z(‘xp[%l(m_; +oal) = ind(j, L N (D) (13)
Nz !
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with

N B o 1
r(j,1) = —]\]_;_Za(p+f) “neXP[—TJ(P‘F 5)] . (14)
P

where the index {p + {} denotes the value of the sum p 4 { cvclicaly confined
to the adopted range of index values (e.g. Pmax + 1 = Puin). Note that the
(p+ %) factor in the exponent must be treated as a phase, not as indicative
of the need of mid-point rules (see e.g. [11]) in calculating Weyl-Wigner
transforms. It should be remarked that the transforms a,.(m.n) constructed
in this way are in general complex-valued. In order to obtain real-valued
transforms the ranges of the dumimy variables j,! and p should be chosen to
be symmetric about zero. Thus, for odd N, the ranges should he —N—;l <
Jhhp< N—,;l This choice corresponds to the usual definition of the continuous
Wey! transform (see e.g. eq.(3.8) of [7]). In this case one has explicitly
{p+l}=p+1- NIV . (15)

phi+ X2

It may also be noted that the mod N phase ¢(m, n; N) plays no role in the
above evaluation of Wigner transforms in view of the restrictions imposed on
the ranges of the various interesting discrete variables. It acquires however
a crucial role when one deals e.g. with transforms of operator products or
commutators, as recalled below.

The discrete phase space mapped expression for the connnutator of two
operators has been shown to read [3]

(104.0,]) (u.v) = Z Z F(im.on.r.scaboe.diu v N)

m,rs g bc.d
. T .
X {exp[:w(br - ad)] - exp[-rT\—,(bc — ad)]} (16)
with

O(m.n)Oy(r. s)

[(m.n,rs.a.bc,diuv.N)=
N+

explim®(a.b.c.d: N

X exp{?n%[a(u —m)+ bl —n)+clr —m)+dis - n)} (17)

and

[V}

®(a,b,c,d:N) = —pla+c,b+d; N) . (18)

These results allow us to directly apply the mapping technique in partic-
ular to the von Neumann-Liouville time evolution equation for the density
operator. In this way we find that

.0p
is mapped onto
1(),)'%2 = Z L(u,v,r,8 N)pu(r,s). (20)

where py(r.s) is the mapped expression of the density operator. which is
the discrete Wigner function associated to p and L(u,v,r,s; N) is the phase
space discrete equivalent to the Liouville operator L which is written as

Llu,v,r,ssN) =3 ) h(y\:;n) {exp[i}%(bc ~ad)] - exp[—i—;{;(bc — ad)}}
mon abed

x explin®(a,b,c,d; N exp{?n’%[a(u —m)+blv—n)+clu—r)+dr—s)}.
‘ (21)
Here h(m.n} is the phase space mapped form of the Hamiltonian H.

It is evident from (20) that the time evolution is a linear process governed
by the mapped Liouville operator. The commutator of the discrete phase
space representatives of L and p is then a mere composition of suns - over
the sites which define the discrete plase space - of elementary products
of the arrays characterizing them. Once the mapped Hamiltonian of the
physical system is given. equation (20) evolves the initial state in time and
the dynamics propagates the original form of the initial state density in the
phase space in such a form as to preserve the symmetries it embodies.

Similarly.we can also have the Heisenberg time evolution equation for an
operator

.00 .
i -[H.,0] (22)
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mapped in an analogous form as

zc')O u,v)

T ——ZCuvr,s,]\)Ors) (23)

As a by-product of these equations we can observe that the conserved quan-
tities associated to the physical system governed by the Hamiltonian H can
be obtained by searching for the solutions of

Z L(u,v.7,5;N)O(r,s) =0 . (24)

In particular this equation is satisfied by the Wigner trausforin of the densi-
ties associated to each of the eigenstates of H.

3 The extended Lipkin model

We now apply the above schene to a spin model which extends some-
what the well known Lipkin model of nuclear physics [10]. The basic point
of the extension we consider here is to explore features related to the well
known "parity” symmetry of this model both in the phase-space picture of
the quantum dynamics and in its classical limit. The Hamiltonian of our ver-
sion of the Lipkin model is expressed in terms of a triplet of SU/(2) generators
{81,51, Ss} as

9e + 9o

H= Sscosoz+5151nc1+—S2 [ (—l)%ge_ J(Sz S2y. (2
This Hamiltonian can be diagonalized numerically within each finite S-
multiplet, which accounts for the soluble character of the associated quantum
dynamical problem. In addition to this general "rotational” symmetry. when
= 0 one gets a second constant of motion which can be written as the
"parity” operator

P = exp(irS3) . (26)

This additional symmetry implies that the Hamiltonian matrix reduces. in
the S3 representation. to two disjoint pieces involving onlv even and odd

-1

eigenvalues of Sy respectively (we assume integer S). It should be stressed
that this is a typically quantum feature in the sense that it involves the
discreteness of the spectrum of the action variable S; in an essential way.
The two, in general different, coupling constants g, and g, are introduced to
allow for adjusting the interactiou represented by the last term independently
in each of these two subspaces. In the standard Lipkin model ¢, = g¢,, and
although a term equivalent to the S3 term was part of the original formulation
[10], the most often considered case has also f = 0.

When both a and f are zero, a special feature of the energy spectrum
is revealed by the fact that the Hamiltonian then anticommutes with the
unitary operator

s
R = exp(r’%Sg)exp(irrSz) =Y | —m)i™(=1)5*"(m |, (27)
= m=-5
which corresponds to a rotation of the angular momentum quantization frame
by Euler angles (3,7,0). As a result of this anticommutation property one
finds that from any energy eigenvectors | E;) with eigenvalue E; one can
obtain another eigenvector R | E;) which has eigenvalue —FE,. The energy
spectrum is therefore symmetric about zero in this case. Note that this
property no longer holds if f # 0 and/or a # 0. The parity symmetry is
however broken by a # 0 only.
Following the usual pratice with the Lipkin model, the Hamiltonian H
can be implemented as a many-body problem by considering 25 fermions in
two 25-fold degenerate levels and writing

28
S:=8§,+:8, = Z“L,il“p-?l (28)
1

S, = Z(UH,HH, —al _jay1), (29)
2.0

wliere the indices +1 refer to each of the two levels. Other many-body imple-
mentations of this Hamiltonian are of course possible, e.g. using Schwinger
bosonic representation of the SU'(2) generators [12]. These implementations,
together with the fact that the odel is soluble, have often heen explored
as a toy testing ground for several many-body approximation schemes. A
diflerent use of spin models like this one has been, on the other hand, to




study connections of quantum solutions to classical limits. In this context,
in particular, the standard Lipkin model is seen as rather trivial. since the
phase space of its classical limit is two-dimensional. This has led in partic-
ular to the consideration of a SU(3) generalization of the standard Lipkin
model which has a non-integrable classical limit. We remark, however. that
at least several of the usual techniques involved in obtaining the classical
limits explicitly pre-empt any more detailed evaluation of classical features
that may relate to syminetries like the parity symmetry of the SI/(2) model.
A very clear example of this is the use of SU(2) (or SU(3) in the “three level”
version of the model) coherent state averages to deiive classical limits. since
these coherent states explicitly and inextricably mix the invariant subspaces
of H. We show next how the discrete Wigner mapping tools reviewed in
the preceding section can be used to avoid such difficulties and keep track of
parity dependent properties all the way to the classical regime.

3.1 Discrete phase-space mappings of the quantum
dynamics

We turn next to the task of studying the phase space mapped version
H(m,n) of the quantum Hamiltonian for the extended Lipkin model. In
order to set the phase space we choose the common eigenvectors of S? and
S., {I S.k)}.=S < k < S as the eigenstates | ui) of the Schwinger
unitary operator U. In order to complete the definitions of U and hence of
the quantum kinematics we choose the eigenvalues so that

27 !
U| Sk = cxl)(wﬂu‘) .Sk (30)

with N = 25 4+ | being the total number of states in the hasis. Note that
this definition adopts a symmetric range for the integer & and will therefore
lead to real Wigner transforins. as stated in section 2.

With this choice of kinematics we can represent the Lipkin Hamiltonian
in the finite phase space through the mapping

s
Sx Hmn)y=T»r G’(m.n)H] = Z (up | GHom ) | ) (31

k=-S

Using standard angular momentumn algebra we get, after a direct calculation.

S x H(m,n) = mcosa + Sy(m,n)sina + -f:m2+[

+o m = 9o

25

2§

47n

x C(m,S) COS(T) , (32)

where

Cm:8)=(S+m)(S+m+1)(S—m)(S-m+1}, (33)

and

s .
Si(m,n) = > ({exp{‘l}\l,llj(m -p- %) +n]}l/S(S+1) —p(p+1)
p=~5 -

L
N |

+ep 2 —p 4 3) -SSP - 1) (34

note that, due to the half-integer nature of the last factor of the exponent, this
expression cannot be written in closed form like the term involving (S? - S2),
where integer factors lead to Kronecker deltas. It is, however, easy to see that
this is a real quantity. Its numerical evaluation is straightforward for finite
N. and the limiting expression for very large N can also be easily obtained
in closed form as discussed in the next subsection and in the Appendix. The
result of the evaluation of these expressions for a sample case is shown in figs.
1(a) (eq.(32) with o = 0) and 2(a) (eq.(34)). The discrete Wigner transform
of the ground state of the Hamiltonian shown in fig.1(a) is shown in fig.5(a).

Once we are given the mapped Hamiltonian, it is trivial to write the
Liouville operator for the extended Lipkin model

Llu.v.ros: Ny = Ly(ucv.r,s; N) + Lalu, v,y 88 N). (35)

where
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L
Lai(u,v,r,5;N) = Z Z M_

abcd=-Smmn=-$
x{exp[i%(bc — ad)] — exp|~i— (bc — ad)} explir®(a, b, c, d; N))
i
X exp{QWN[a(u —m)+bv—n)+clu—r)+dr—s)]} (36)
is the part corresponding to the 53-dependent term while

[:2(“'”',-’3;]\[) — L Z Z {[ge + ga )m ge ,go]C‘(nl; S)

4
N ab.cd=-Smn=-§

+5)(m,n)sina} x cos(47r%){exp[i%(bc - ad)] - exp[—i%(br — ad)}}

x explix®(a,b,c.d; N)]| exp{?n%[a(u —m)+blv—=n)+clu—r)+de—s)}
(37)
describes the interaction term.

Before turning to the discussion of large N limiting situations we consider
an alternate kinematical scheme which is adapted to the cleavage imposed
by the parity symmetry. We still use the states | S, k) as eigenstates of the
U operator, but modify the full definition of this operator (now denoted as
U, ) by setting its eigenvalues as

. 2r .
U, | Sk) = exp(ﬁwk) | S, k). (33)

where the correspondence between k and the integers —5 < ¢, < §is defined
to be

0+ S for —S<v, <0

(k) { S =2u 41 for 1 <v <8 (39)

This implies that the two domains of vy correspond to eigenvalues k of Sz of
different parities. It is clear moreover that U and U, (and therefore also
V and the operator V, corresponding to U,) are unitarily related via the
transformation which amounts to a relabeling of the {| S,k}} basis. This
procedure in fact illustrates the use of the freedom in defining the Schwinger
operators U and V to adapt the quantum kinematics to possible symmetries
of the problem in hand. Furtliermore, implementing the general discrete
mapping procedure with U,, V,, will lead to an alternate discrete phase-space
description which is quantum- mechanically equivalent to that based on U,
V but which explicitly “unshuffles” the definite parity subspaces. Also, since
the unshuffling transformation is not smooth, in the sense that eigenvectors
of U with consecutive eigenvalues mnay correspond to widely separated U,
eigenvalues, one may expect and indeed finds radical changes in the phase-
space pictures of dynamical objects in the two cases.

Let us consider then as an example the phase-space mapping of the parity-
syminetric Lipkin Hamiltonian H (with o = 0) in this alternate separated
parities scheme. The mapping of functions of Sz only is straightforward since
S;3 and U, are still conmuting operators. One gets

S x [F(S3)]plm,n) = F(k(my)) . (40)
where k(m,) is the function defined in (39).

The mapping of the operators S? — S§2 = %(SEr + S2) involves now sums
of exponentials containing half integer factors and which therefore cannot
be reduced to simple, closed expressions for finite S, but still can be easily
performed numerically. One gets

S

1
.H’>[. (S; +SH)om.n) = = 5N Z

y==5

4

(4] 2”
S V20(2p + 1)(2p+ 28 + 1)(2p + 28 + 2) exp ~

p=-5

3 1
i —p = 5)=n])

+ Z \/7‘)11 — 1) )]}— ))()P—- 28 — ))(‘)])— 28 — 3)exp{ [] m— ])+1 +n”

p=1




0 .
+ Z \/(‘2p— 1)(2p — 2)(2p + 25)(2p + 25 — I)exp{%[j(m -p+ %) +n]}

p=-S

s .
+3°1/20(2p + 1)(2p + 25)(2p — 25 — l)exp{%j[(m-;r--(l))~n]}} . (41)

p=1

:‘\ large NV limit of this expression is also easily obtained and will be discussed
in the next subsection.

.Fmally, we can also map the operator S in the separated parities schen:
This operator is essentially anti-diagonal and therefore strongly nonloca:

the‘ U, representation. The mapping is a straightforward algebraic exercise
which gives

A . "S‘}Ll S
Tr(Gym,n)8)) = =0 (57 4 S ) i p S a1 2| ]

p==S =St
-2

S—1
4mi bmo 4m
X exp(——rnp) + 2= 3 e"P(‘T:rr_l"”)\/“l"‘s““’”ﬂ’”
< p=-Sol

2

A(m_,) 0 2w
+=G S expl= 2~ D)VA [ |7 + 25— )

$ o
T
+ X expl=n(2p = DT p 1S =t 46 p |25+ 1))
p=1
s
6,,,__5 2 27!‘7
o ;f*l’[‘T”(zP —DWVAIp IS =44 25 | p])

13

S 2
+ % expl-Trn(@ - DValplS— 4 +61p -2S+ 1)} . (42)

Here Ay is the real function defined as (see Appendix)

271 .

1 1
Ay = N;exp[—]\—, (k+ -2-)] . (43)

As a practical note we mention that in order to evaluate numerically
mapped operators all algebraic work can be saved by using directly the form
given in equation (14). The above expression will be nevertheless useful
to discuss the large N limit of the mapped S, operator in the following
subsection.

The result of the evaluation of these expressions for the same sample case
which was taken as an illustration of the mixed parities mappings is shown
in figs. 3(a) and 4(a). The discrete Wigner transform of the ground state of
the Hamiltonian shown in fig. 3(a) is also shown in fig. 5(b).

3.2 Large N limit as classical limit

In this subsection we study the previously constructed mappings in the
large N limit interpreted as a classical limit of the spin model. The basic
procedure to be followed can be encapsulated in the formal limit

. S8, S;
bll_{l; E T' TJ] = {s.'.s,-} = €ijkSk « (44)
where the curly brackets are to be interpreted as Poisson brackets (For finite
S the spectra of the S;/S are contained in the interval (—1,1) and get denser
as S increases while /S decreases). The Hamiltonian is also scaled by S~
so that, for g, = g, = g. the limiting procedure gives directly

(g, = g. = q) = szcosa + sy sina + geg + g(Sf - Sg) . (45)

Using the Poisson brackets of the S; one can imnmediatcly obtain classical
equations of motion from which it follows that ;,"75'2 =0.

14



We now subject our mapped expressions H{m,n) and H,(m,n) to this
same limiting procedure. Considering first the limit of H(m,n)/S, and using

..m ,
le"JOE =383 (46)
and
lim 21— = 1
Jim g =v. o

where now s3 and ¢ are interpreted as continuous c-number variables with
values in the range (—1,1) and (—n, ) respectively, we get

s,lff.’o éH(m,n) = s3cosa + Slgx; %Sl(m,n)sin a+ gsg + g(1 = s2)cos2p .

(48)
In order to obtain the limit of the term involving S, we use the formal
correspondence

N - omi . 1
Sh_‘r& Nﬁz-qexp[ﬁr— (m-p+ 5)] = by - (49)
which holds when this sum occurs in connection with sufliciently smooth
functions of p as is the case here (see Appendix), to obtain

.1 , .
bllpll g.,‘-'.(m.n)smo = /1 —sdcospsina . (50)

The resulting limit is therefore just the classical Hamiltonian H*! written in
terms of the canonical variables s; and o which correspond to the projection
of the unit action vector 5 on the 3-axis and the associated azimuthal angle
respectively. The result of its numerical evaluation in a sample case is shown
in fig. 1(b).

Turning next to the U, — V,, (separated parity) description, applying the
limiting procedure also to the case g. = g, = g but restricting ourselves first
to the conserved parity Hamiltonian with o = 0, we get

Hege = go = gia=0)=1-2]0| ~tg( o | ~o%)cos + 11 =2 o )" .
(51)

15

where m/S — o and ¥n — £ are the continuous classical variables in this
case. The result of the numerical evaluation of this expression in a sample
case is shown in fig. 3(b). It should be recalled that the sign of o identifies
the parity sector in this scheme. Relerence to eq. (39) also shows that m = '0
belongs in fact to the sector of dimensionality .S + 1 in the finite S case. It is
worth remarking that one can relate H, to H " canonically” in a formal way
by a transformation associated with the generating function [13]

Flog)=(1-210 e =5 (52)
which gives
L (53)
de

where (o) is the usual step function defined so that 8(0) = 0. It is cle’ar
however that this is not a one to one mapping of the two phase-spaces : while
each value of s3 is associated with two values of o with opposite signs, each
value of £ (mod 27) corresponds to two values of the azimuthal angle ¢ (mod
27} which differ by 7. This limitation, which in particular makes the trans-
formation of the parity non-diagonal s, operator (written as V1 —s3 cos.np)
completely ambiguous. can. however. be given physical content by remarking
that there are two distinct limiting realizations of each value of . namely
involving S; eigenstates of opposite parities; at the same time, in the nixed
parities (i.e., U~ V) representation. objects of definite parity are ropr.esented
by phase-space distributions which are periodic functions of th(‘. azimuthal
angle with period 7. An example of this is the Hamiltonian H ll?ﬁ”‘ when
a = 0. togeth.r with the fact that its periodicity with periéd = is broken
when a # 0 (cl. tig. 2). In order to explore this complementarity of the t‘WO
phase-space descriptions somewhat further one may consider also Hf,‘ with
¢ # ¢ but still with o = 0. We get in this case (assuming odd S)

H,‘,"(u:(l):l~;’]a[+£(l—2|a])2+

+ {g.b(0)We — a2 + gt = B(o)]V—0 — o?}cosé . (55)

16




which allocates different phase-space domains to each of the now different
dynamical regimes in each of the two parity sectors. These two regimes are
on the other hand hopelessly shuffled in the U — V representation. Here the
discrete mapping becomes staggered on account of the interaction term

1
-2'[(yr +90) + (=17 (ge ~ g,)]C(m; S) (56)

which wildly oscillates between different levels as the classical limit is ap-
proached while still keeping the = periodicity intact when o = 0 (sce fig.
6).

We turn next to the study of the large S limit or the mapped version of
S1 in the separated parities scheme. This is easy to obtain using eq. (42
the preceding subsection. Including the S=! scaling factor one gets in :.
way

1
ETV‘[GL('TI,H)S[] jad QS(A(m+S} + 6771.—5 + A{m—l} + 6m.“ )f/]v(”) . (r)“')

where the function Ay can be approximated for large S as (sce Appendix)

G O<k< S
Sy Osks
Ay~ ) (58)
—1 k+1 = _~’§'<]“<_
(=1 |2k 4+ 1 | n shs-d
and
il =0
L 16 e
gp(n) >~ ;;/ drVr — r2cos 2mna = {
2 Jo Jl(lnlrr)

(71)”

A Al

(59)
where Jy(x) is a cylindrical Bessel function. The mapped operator is there-
fore a staggered and increasingly singular function of m and n as S increases.
The large S approximations used in deriving these analvtical expressions con-
sist in neglecting terms of the order S~! or smaller in the evaluation of the

17

n—dependence and approximating sums by integrals (cf. the evaluation of
Ay in the Appendix). The result of the numerical evaluation of this expres-
sion s shown in fig. 4(b).

Since S; has vanishing diagonal matrix elements in the S; representation,
one must have

S
\11_1.1(1 ";Sg(n) =0. (60)
Since g(n) is always negative for | n |> 0 and approaches zero rather slowly,
this sum converges to zero also rather slowly as S increases. The difference
between Sj(m.n) evaluated (a) numerically for a finite value of S and (b)
from the analytical asymptotic expression truncated at the same finite value
of § are illustrated in fig. 4.

We see therefore that when the parity symmetry is broken by the S, term,
the mapped Hamiltonian does not have a smooth limit when the classical
regime is approached. For any finite value of S it still contains. however,
complete information on the quantum dynamics of the model.

3.3 Discussion

We summarize in this subsection our understanding of the general picture
that emerges from the preceding analysis of the Lipkin model. The main
point. to be stressed is that our mapping procedure allows for a very large
flexibility in the selection of the kinematical framework in which it is carried
out. As illustrated by the usc of the mixed parities (U — V) scheme and
of the separated parities (U, — V,,) scheme, this flexibility can in particular
be explored in such a way as to lead to smooth mapped representatives of
the relevant dynamical variables (e.g. the Hamiltonian). Since the different
kinematical schemes are unitarily related, they all give equivalent descriptions
at the quantum level. The simoothness requireinent is, however. more than
just a matter of convenience when one implements large N limits as classical
limits of the quantum dynamics. As we have shown above, useful classical
limits for the broken parity (a # 0), g = g, case in the U — 'V scheme can
be obtained. but not in the U, — V,, scheme. since the S, term becomes
strongly nonlocal in the U, representation. Conversely, when a = 0 but
ge # Go a smooth classical limit can be obtained in the U, — V,, but not in
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the mixed parity, U — V scheme. In general, the (discrete) symmetries of
the dynamics seem to provide for one criterion leading to useful kinematic
schemes. Conversely, we may also note that through the use of symmetry
adapted kinematical schemes (such as the U, — V, schemie in the case of
the standard form of the Lipkin model, i.e. a = 0 , f=0and g. = g,)
the mapped dynamics assumes such a form that the existence of distinct,
uncoupled sectors is explicitly manifest as a partitioning of the phase-space
which holds all the way into the classical limit. In the case we studied above
these phase-space sectors are identified as ¢ < 0 and o > 0 respectively in
the U, — V, scheme; when the U ~ V scheme is adopted instead. no such
partitioning survives the classical limit, and the parity svnimetry manifests
itself classicaly through the more subtle property of period-halving in the
azimuthal angle ¢.

3.4 Constants of motion

In order to look for the conserved quantities in the standard Lipkin model
(9: = 9o = g, f = 0, a = 0) we must require, as already mentioned, that an
equation of the type

s
Y. Lwv,r,s;N)O(r,s) =0 (61)
rs==§
must be satisfied.
For the moment, however, let us study a particular family of conserved
quantities, namely those that are function of the angular momentum only.
Hence

s
Z Liu.e.r.s:N)g(r)=0 (62)
rs=-S
is the equation we have to solve. In this case, the first term in the mapped

Liouvillian, £,, being proportional to m only, gives no contribution for any
q(r). The second term. L, when applied to q(r), gives

S i
Z La(u,v,r.8: N)g(r) = igC'(u: 5')sin(47r%)[q(u + 1) = glu—1)]. (63)

rs=-§
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It is then clear that any function depending solely on the angular momentum
which satisfies

glu+1)=gq(u—-1) (64)

is a conserved quantity.

In a similar fashion one can show that for a function of the angle vari-
able only, a more entangled equation can be obtained which characterize the
corresponding associated conserved quantities, being a particular family of
solutions of the form

ols) = exp(m%) , (65)

for any integer . It is interesting to note that the double period in this kin('l
solution is related to the second power of the operators S4 and S_ appearing
in the Lipkin Hamiltonian which, by their turn, describe the excitation of
pairs of particles between the levels.

3.5 Initial value problem

Now let us study the time evolution equation for the standard (g. =
9o = ¢, [ = 0, a = 0) Lipkin model. To this aim, we must have the mapped
expression of the density operator. so that we can solve

dpu(u.vit) s
iﬂ';%—: Z Ly (7, 8,1, 0) + La(r,5,0,0)]pulr. s;1) (66)

r§=-=N
once the initial Wigner function p,.(r, ;1 = 0) is given. .
The general final expression is written in terms of the mapped Hamilto-
nian defining the mapping of the Liouvillian operator and one hardly could
see the details of the time evolution. In order to clarify how the dynamics
associated to the standard Lipkin model acts in the discrete phase space .
we will study two limiting cases again, namely those in which the density
depends only on the angular momentum or the phase variable respectively.

In the first case we have

=) | (67)

being this operator mapped onto




pulm,n) =bm; , (68)

that is, the density is a constant for the value j of the angular momentum
and is independent of the phase variable.

Introducing this expression in (66) we note again that the first contribu-
tion, coming from the mean field term, vanishes for any function depeuding
only on the angular momentum . The second term, associated to L£,, gives
then the final expression for the time evolution equation, for small time in-
terval

pulu, v, t) = b, ; + gClu; .Q)Sill(/lﬂ%)(ﬁu‘)‘_[ — &, 41)AT (69)

For the case of a density associated to an angle dependent state

P :|Uf)(vf I ) (70)

it is easy to see that

pulm,n) = b,y (1)

and that the two terms in (66) contribute to the final expression. After a
direct calculation we obtain

. d 1 ]
pulu, v t) =6, -2 Z S]"(MA_\_")/—\’-; exp{?n%[u(u — )+ dir = D]}

m.a.d

v . . :
x {m + ‘-g)-C(m:S)[e.\’pHmT + 77.'(:],;\“) —(-‘xp(-tlm—l\—, +imal} )} (T2)
2 ; ]

which shows the spreading of the density all over the phase space as time
goes on.

4 Conclusions

We have described in detail an application of our discrete phase space

mapping technique, based on the unitary operator bases proposed by Schwin-
ger. to an extended version of the two level Lipkin model. The main point
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to be stressed is that this technique allows for considerable flexibility in its
implementation as a direct result of the generality and strictly constructive
definition of the Schwinger bases. We made explicit use of this flexibility
for developing different mapping procedures to enhance different aspects of
the dvnamics and of the symmetries of the model; the different procedures
are unitarily related in an explicit way, and lead to quite different phase
space representatives. lts usefulness is particularly clear when considering
classical limits of the dynamics, as it allows for reducing the often encountered
staggered behavior of the phase space representatives of quantum objects.
It should also be stressed in this connection that the limiting procedure
which involves increasing the dimensionality of the basic state vector space
is straightforward and algebraically performed in terms of the Schwinger
bases.

As a test of these features we have explicitly evaluated for the Lipkin
model the mapped versions of several objects, including the Hamiltonian and
its associated Liouville-von Neumann dynamical equation. Discrete Wigner
functions for energy eigenstates were also calculated. The main tool involved
in implementing our procedure is the construction of the appropriate opera-
tor basis. Eq.(2), in terms of which the Weyl-Wigner transforms are simply
expressed in terms of the trace operation, Eq.(1). The numerical evaluation
of the resulting expressions is straightforward using present computational
techniques.

5 Appendix

We discuss here in some detail the evaluation of sums of the type

|- j

/ [ — «p|271
A=y ,zz__f‘\p[‘"'25+ 1

(k + %)] =

1 s (2k+ )m .

2 .
:z.<'+1+25'+1§ms 28+ 1 (73)

with —S < k < S in the limit of very large values of S. The Ay are obviously
real numbers. For very large S the sum over cosines can be approximated by
an integral as :

[S%]
[SC]



2SR o Bk H DT 2 25+1 3
PR AT I B Ty g /0°°S(2“+1)0d0, (14)

where we defined the angle 0 as xj/(25 + 1) and supplied the appropriate
Jacobian. We obtain thus

2
-1 k >
R 2 . ST STREEL
—_— ——— . - — -
% |2k+1lsm|-k+l|2_{ ) (75)
-1 k41 3
AN e LA
Furthermore one has
m S PV TS B 4
SLTOI:=Z-S‘ L»—-';r—(l—-§+5—?+...)=;m'ctyl =1 (76)
so that one has, for sufficiently smooth functions Ix,
s
Jim k_Zqufk - fo, (77)

i.e,, for such functions fi, A, has a §-function behaviour. "Sufficiently”
smooth here means that f does not vary appreciably with k& for suﬂiciem“ly
many values of k away from zero and is sufficiently bounded everywlere so
as to guarantee the dominance of the contributions coming from the vicinity
of k = 0. This explains. in particular, why the é-function prescription givés
useful results when taking the classical limit of the spin model Hamiltonian
in the U — V (mixed parity) scheme. When the S) operator is mapped in
the U, — V, (separated parities) scheme, one obtains contributions which are
proportional to the function A, and are therefore strongly staggered ohjects.
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Figure Captions

1- (a) Discrete transform of H for S = 15; (b) Classical limit of (a)
in the mixed-parities (I/ — V') scheme. Parameters arc o = f = 0,
ge = ¢o = 2 in both cases.

2- (a) Discrete transform of S; for S = 15; (b) Classical limit of (a). In
both cases the mixed-parities ([' ~ 1) scheine is used. Note the absence
of azimuthal period-halving for this parity non-diagonal operator.

3- Same as Fig. | but using the separated parities (I ~ 1) scheme.

4- (a) Discrete transform of S; for S = 15; (b) Analytical asvmptotic
form for large S evaluated at S = 15. The separated-parities ({7, — 1,)
scheme is used.

5- Discrete Wigner transform of the ground state wavefunctions of the
Hamiltonian of figs. 1 and 3. (a): mixed-parities (I — ") scheme (cf.
Fig.1); (b): separated-parities (U, — V;,) scheme (cf. I'ig.3).

6- Discrete transformof H for S =15, = f =0.¢9., = 0.5 and g, = 2.
(a): mixed-parities (I’ — 1) scheme; (b): separated-parities (L, — 1)
scheme.
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